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Abstract

Addressing the study of the conflict in Western Sahara is one
of the subjects with thorny political and media dimensions,
because it has still fluctuated since the outbreak of this
fundamental dispute between the Polisario on the one hand
and the Kingdom of Morocco on the other, because each
party tends to state its opinion and impose it on the other.
The same goes for international bodies and organizations.
However, the United Nations has included the Saharawi
cause as a matter of decolonization. In return, the conflict of
international and global interests and lobbies has so far
contributed to delaying the resolution of the conflict.

And the fact that this conflict or this question affects the
interests of Algeria as a party, indirectly concerned, as long as
it is linked to its strategic and national security, the subject of
this study is, therefore, to discuss the way in which the media
have treated the question of Western Sahara, through the
radio program “Essalil”, of the Ministry of National Defense,
by researching the historical roots which led to the outbreak
of the conflict in Western Sahara and the attempt to know
the latest developments in the events that followed the
Moroccan attacks crossing El Guerguerat, while addressing
the Algerian approach within the framework of international
legitimacy to resolve the problem, then studying the effects
of the current regional situation, its developments and their



implications for the security of Algeria, and finally to assess
the role of the radio program "Essalil" in enlightening public
opinion on Western Sahara. For this, the study was based, at
the start, on a conceptual background and a theoretical
framework which defines the contours of its problematic, and
explains its scientific results according to the objectives
sought, represented by the functional constructivist theory as
well as the theory of social responsibility of the press,
through the role played by the radio program “Essalil” in
clarifying public opinion on the Sahrawi question.

The study was also devoted to the analysis and explanation of
the media treatment of the Sahrawi question. Among the
research methods, there is the survey and descriptive
approach and its data collection tools for a sample of the
Essalil program, in which the question of Western Sahara was
fully addressed. .

As for the population studied, it includes eighteen (18) issues
of the "Essalil" program that dealt with the issue. Due to the
difficulty of conducting a full survey, the sampling system was
used, hence the choice of an intentional sample, consisting of
four shows, which serve the purposes of the study in general.

After having applied the procedures of the study in theory
and in the field, its results showed, as a consequence, that
there is a historical extension of the conflict in Western
Sahara, and that since the Spanish withdrawal from the
Saharawi territories. Regarding the latest developments on



this question following the Moroccan incursions (at the El
Guerguerat breach), the study showed that the question is
constantly asked, each time events occur on the ground,
whether 'they are military actions, demonstrations or civil
strikes.

The study also revealed that the Algerian approach to solving
the Sahrawi problem and settling the conflict in the region
stems from the fact that it is a neighboring country and is
affected by the conflict, and it is in its interest to resolve it
definitly, respecting international laws and standards and the
freedom of peoples to decide their own destiny. Because the
most striking effects reflected in Algeria from this status quo
are those linked to security and the resulting tensions and
disturbances that can plunge the region into uncertainty.

Finally, the study concluded that the role played by the radio
program “El Salil” contributes to enlightening public opinion
on the Sahrawi question, through the presentation and
explanation of the question, the description of its roots, its
real causes and motivations for local, regional and
international public opinion. Also, the exposure of his
contribution to strip the Moroccan monarchy and its
manipulations vis-a-vis the resolution of the problem, the
non-respect of UN resolutions and the obstruction of the
project to organize a free and transparent referendum , to
allow the Saharawi people to have their say and to decide
their own destiny.
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