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Abstract:

The lack of the medical scientific research in the Arab world negatively
affected the vocabulary stock of the Arabic language in medical scientific
terminology. Therefore; Arabic resorts to borrowing from other languages like
English as this one is the language of scientific research so as to enrich its
linguistic vocabulary, mainly in the field of diseases names as it is constantly
innovative domain. In this research we shed light on the techniques used to
translate diseases names signed by WHO from English into Arabic .We also
talked about translation and its development in the Abbasid era where most of
the Greek sciences and medical books were translated into Arabic adopting all
the techniques that preserve the exact meaning of the translated texts. In this
present study an analytical method is adopted by using different means of
collecting data such as books, lexicons, essays and journals. The most
significant findings that emerge from this study is that WHO used various
techniques to translate names of diseases but the most used ones are borrowing
and equivalence, a lot of challenges has followed this translation which may
hinder the translation process. Further studies should be carried out in order to
overcome the problems of equivalence absence and foreign words in the Arabic
language terminology.
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Résumé :

Le manque de recherche scientifique médicale dans le monde Arabe a
affecté négativement le stock de vocabulaire de la langue Arabe dans la
terminologie scientifigue médicale. Donc I’Arabe recourt a des emprunts a



d’autres langues comme |'anglais car celles-ci est la langue de la recherche
scientifique afin d’enrichir son vocabulaire linguistique. Principalement dans le
domaine des noms maladies car il s’agit d’'un domaine constamment innovant.
Dans cette recherche, nous avons versé sur les techniques utilisées pour
traduire les noms de maladies signés par ’'OMS de I’anglais vers I'arabe. Nous
avons également parlé de la traduction et son développement a I'époque
Abbasside ou la plupart des sciences Grecques et des livres médicaux ont été
traduits en Arabe en adoptant toutes les techniques qui préservé le sens
exacts des textes traduits. Dans cette étude une méthode d’analyse est
adoptée en utilisant different moyens de collecte de données tels que : les
livres, les essais et les revues. Les conclusions les plus importantes qui
ressortent de cette étude sont que I'OMS a utilisé diverses techniques pour
traduire les noms de maladies, mais les plus utilisées sont I'emprunt et
I’équivalence. De nombreux défit ont suivi cette traduction qui peuvent
entraver le processus de traduction. D’autres études devraient étre menées
afin de surmonter les problemes absence d’équivalence et de mots étrangers
and la terminologie de la langue Arabe.

Les mots clés : traduction des noms de maladies- L'Organisation Mondiale de
la Santé- construire un terme médical- techniques- emprunt — équivalence.
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* Anemia*: Jhaall dadl ‘_,A bl

Anemia is a disease in which the blood does not have enough red blood cells
that comprise iron containing protein hemoglobin which transport oxygen to all
parts of body. Anemia may be also defined as a condition in which there is a
deficiency of hemoglobin concentration.(Natasha Khalid,Nasrullah;Rana Khalid
Igabal, 2020, p05)

riagl) dall) B mlliaalin
;a.ﬁ\ Jﬁo

pl (B Cmgla sanedl 5 5 (el A g 2RI 6 g e @0 A jell AV e A 8
Leadil 0o g5 pall 8 Jadiyy dgldal)l jualiall (amy ol i@l mes ol waall jaie (ali dag
(213 G o dila (5 pan ¢ g (in) Apall LV 5 paall ol
e A o el -
a5 138 5 S e 38 )l Zen ) (8 WO 8 (00 anemia s 8 oaaief (1 2l
O M jRE M"Chan g aae ol Mo ad s " an" Al (1 (S je AU g mllias anemia; Sl
A al) des il Juandll e Madl™ 3 Memia sl e ol (Al
* Pertussis: s sdaal) 43l A mlhaal)*

commonly known as whooping cough is a highly contagious, vaccine-

preventable respiratory tract disease caused by Bordetella pertussis bacteria .It
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affects all ages, but most severely infants who experience the highest age-

specific incidence. (Michael D. Decker and Kthryn M. Edward,2018, np)
sciagl) Aall) 8 mllaaal) *
Sl Sl /3 51 Afe
aana)  ud Ol GuSe iyl ) Gl Jlaa) dlee 8 (agld ¢ 3650 e Jadl) o AR -
(23 ¢ ¢ Sladll
oSl Jlanly S 5 Bletlly Ll o yay g (3 LAl ladldaual
A sl & alall Al Lt il Sleall Cunay sanll 30l (i e g
aging 5l e i L)) amd) o)) adafiay dlall Jlandl (e st ) a5 Al sl
(https://www.mayoclinic.org).ste Julb¥) cuay s dhall ~lua 4udy Jle Gigd G aaa
rdan i) o gudaille
A Leam il Laiy "G AL SSHL daa il o Pertussis”gllaadll Jil dlesioall A
"ol ke s Mper s Ml Jaail ¢ g e 13a 5 Agliall 3ga e G a JE8 1Sl el
S tissUS" 5 AballS St Jd "Ll GpaJandl saa" Cgad Gualila
(Bordetella pertussis,2010, np)." el
*Cataract sodaal) dall) b mllaaal) *
A cataract is lens abnormality characterized by decrease transparency and

increased cloudiness. Cataract is the leading cause of reversible visual
impairment and blindness globally. Most cataracts are caused by age-related

degeneration. (https://www.kimsmedicalcollege.org)
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rlaa il o galaille
ol el s (Lilaly (s 18 g iy il
lags oans¢ LA 1 (Ananya Mandal,nd, np) waterfall sz s U s zlaas Cataract
sl G SEl ) (e elaall Jgad) JBLE (e A8NEAD) Lgie pu daii sbiall (aly Casin 4V
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* Depression™ : 1 odaal) dall) A mllaaal)
Depression is a serious common mental disease in which a person suffers

from prolonged periods of sadness, negative emotions and a lack of interest.

(https://www.emro.wh.int/ar/health-topics)
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sl iKYl
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aandl 138 8 33l aal eY) (e

*Epilepsy : shaall 43l A mthiaal) *
Is a chronic neurological disease that affects people of all ages. Itis

characterized by recurrent seizures and is caused by multiple factors. In some
cases, there is an underlying genetic causes, but other frequent causes of
epilepsy include brain damage caused by prenatal injuries ,head trauma stroke...
etc .(The management of epilepsy in the public health sector, 2018/Pan America

Health Oganization, https//iris.paho.org)
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Caagll Aall) 8 Ll dm pe 4 68" acadl) 3 Ld lalins 5 "sSEiZUrE" (23 4l 1 AaIS Epilepsy
sland (pa g yall s ¢ 8L oa llaiaall 13a (65 8 adinall 6l aYls alle 5 s yoall " el
(Emmanouil Magiorkinis, KalliopiS .—exell 4 alll 8 a1 glaidll 5 2ail &l () y4Y)
idiropoulou and Aristidis Diamantis: nd, np)

*Ebola shaall 43l A mllaaall*
Ebola virus is a severe disease (EVD), often fatal illness in humans. This disease
transmitted to people from wild animals and spreads in the human population
through human to human transmission. The first outbreak of the disease
appeared in Congo in a village near Ebola River, from which the disease takes
its name.(  https://www.emro.wh.int/ar/health-topics.)
schagl Al & milaal) *
R
25 Le Llle 5 dad 35l Y u¥) as o Wil iy 2l Epola virus diseased Jb<isl »EVD
Dsehs Jsl Akl g ) Alle (e a5 saall 4 i | jali Liaje iia g ecsall )
Gela L ey Yanl L LAl by G0 sl 4 O Gl
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*Hepatitis Jhaall dadl o pthaal) *
Is inflammation of the liver usually caused by viral infection .Viral hepatitis is

the leading cause of liver cancer. The three most common varieties of viral

hepatitis are: A, B, C.(Ann Ehrlich, Carol L. nd,p256)
rciagll dall) 8 mllaaal) *
sl Gilgll o
sse i (A B, D,C E 2SI gl il g 58l (e de gana o B ke (gl 2T gl
aniyg L85l g (m sall (st ) Gl Lt €5 B 2SI gl 5 58 2SI A Ll 5 3 3 B0l
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*Meningitis: 1 odaall 42l & mllaaal) *
Meningitis is inflammation of the meninges, the covering of the brain and spinal

cord. It is usually caused by a virus or bacterium (meningococcus). This disease
Is transmitted through droplets of respiratory or throat secretion

fungal).(https://www.emro.wh.int/ar/health-topics)
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*Yellow fever: Jdaal) 4all) B mllhiaal) *

Yellow fever is an acute viral haemorrhagic disease transmitted by infected

mosquitoes. The yellow in the name refers to the jaundice that affects some
patients. The yellow fever virus is an arbovirus of the flavivirus genus, and the
mosquito is the primary vector. It carries the virus from one host to another,
primarily between monkeys, from monkeys to humans, and from person to

person.(https://www.emro.wh.int/ar/health-topics)
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*Pneumonia: shaal) dall) b mthaal) *
Pneumonia is a form of acute respiratory infection that affects the lungs. It is
caused by a number of infectious agents including viruses, bacteria and fungi.
(https://www.emro.wh.int/ar/health-topics)
sbagl) Aall) b pllaiaal) *
1 H A Glgille
8 iy Gl el G Balall Ll (g paed)l JISET e JSE s gLl gy
alally  Glagll L e Ll Jelsall e amll e (msall
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(Ann Ehrlich, Carol L. nd, p217).3&5Y) xs

*Dracunculiasis: il dall) b mihiaal) *
Also known as Guinea worm disease, it is a parasite disease caused by nematode
(roundworm) dracunculus medinessis the infection is caught by drinking
contaminated stagnant water, open wells or freshwater lakes that contains the
worm’s larvae which carried by water fleas. (We created our survey using world
health organization, 2023, np)
rhagll A3l 8 pthuaal) *
scaliaidl) e
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*Diarrhoea s sdaal) dall) b mihaali*
It is derived from the ancient Greek «dia means through and rrhoea means to

flow <literally means flowing through,it is a frequent and watery bowel
movement; it can be a symptom of infection <food poisoning... .it is a morbid

frequent evacuation of bowels .
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*leropsy s sdaal) 4l & mllaaal)*

Greek word from lepra. Also known as Hansen’s disease (HD) chronic
granulomatous contagious disease, characterized by inflamed nodules beneath

the skin and wasting of body parts, caused by bacillus mycobacterium leprae.
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*Malaria aal) dall) & lluaall*
Is a mosquito —borne infectious disease of human and other animals caused by
parasitic protozoans. The disease is transmitted by bite from an infected female

Anopheles mosquito.
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*Filariasis shaall dall) b mlhaal)®

Also known as elephantiasis «it is a tropical disease caused by infection
with the mosquito-borne <thread like <parasitic filarial worms”.(WORLD
HEALTH ORGANIZATION, 2021)
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*Measles Sdad) 4all) B mllhaal) *

“Is highly contagious respiratory infection that is caused by a virus that

infects only humans «it is transmitted by respiratory droplets and direct contact
with nasal or throat secretions of infected

person”.(https://www.emro.who.int/ar/health-topics/)
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*Zika virus s saal) 4all) & mllaaal) *
“Is a mosquito-borne virus transmitted by Aedes mosquito .The most common
symptoms of zika virus with headache <muscle and joint pain <mild fever <rash
and inflammation of the underside of the

eyelid”.(https://www.emro.who.int/ar/health-topics/)
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It is an acute infection caused by the toxin produced by corynebacterium
diphtheria <the common symptoms are difficulty in breathing <heart rhythm

problems and even death. (https://www.emro.who.int/ar/health-topics/)
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It is derived from latin origin “ Tuberculum “ means small sewlling. where the
root” tubercule” or “tuber” means “lump” It is an infectious disease that mostly
affects the lungs «it is caused by type of bacteria when people cough <sneeze or
spite the bacteria spreads through the air.(https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-

sheets/detail/tuberculosis)
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*COVID -19 sdad) dall) & mthaall tisa
respiratory disease caused by SARS- COV-2 virus ¢«people who caught the
disease they may experience a mild to severe respiratory illness.(World health
organization , 2021, np)
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Summary :

The Arabic language had a previous experience in translating medical texts
and terminology, and this is through translating Greek and Latin medical books
of Galen, which were translated in the Abbasid era by professional translators,
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as Hunayn Ibn Ishag, who excelled in the field of medical translation, where it
was said that most of Galen’s books were translated by Hunayn Ibn Ishag. He

was known for the accuracy of his translation and his keenness to preserve the
meaning of what he translates.

The most noteworthy that the majority of medical terms in English are
characterized by : roots and affixes and have Greek and Latin origins and this is
what we have noticed through our analysis of the translation of diseases names.
These terms depend on understanding and deconstruction of their structures, and
this is what helped us in defining the techniques of translating diseases names
signed by WHO.

The Arabic language relies a lot on morphological formulas in building
diseases names, it also resorts to Arabization, borrowing, and literal translation
to preserve the scientific term.
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