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Abstract:

The topic of this thesis is Time in folk Medicine, which is dedicated to its
representation as well as its calculation methods. This has been a subject of interest
in the field of health and disease anthropology. It has primarily revolved around
how time is utilized in traditional medical treatments. Through focusing on 1]
temporal calculation by establishing chronological calculation methods that
regulate various forms of traditional medical treatments; and 2] the method to
achieve this temporal organization, which is considered a fundamental determinant
guiding those methods and chronological mechanisms, and the method these
techniques and timelines reflect on patients' attitudes towards treatment
effectiveness and recovery. The most suitable ethnographic method for
accomplishing this was presented through participant observation, with data
collected in collaboration with informants who were introduced for interviews by
the researchers.

The respondents involvement by the researcher was focused on: the theoretical
orientations of spell reciters and the temporal approach employed which was
compared with current temporal representations through case studies of patients
who have undergone treatment. The anthropological analysis of these elements
provides some insights into the anthropology of time in the ancient palace of
Ouargla. The healers' treatment of time did not rely on external objective standard
time; rather, their concept of time was based on personal experience. This means
that it's a specific concept that doesn't include the notion of duration.Based on the
patient's experience, it is envisaged positively or negatively through oral
tradition. Therefore, it is a qualitative, non-uniform time surrounded by religious
and magical practices that confer upon it sacred attributes.The perceptions
associated with religion and magic, or rather, the sacred, lead to the sanctification
of (religious-magical time), And which serves the practice of spiritual healing
within its context. Through ethnographic description, it becomes evident that
beliefs and practices such as magic, jinn, evil eye, and spiritual healing are capable
of perpetually reinforcing their legitimacy. They utilize elements of modernity to
ensure their continued existence and adapt to different contexts and environments.

Keywords: Time, Folk Medecine, The Ancient Palace of Ouargla.
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L_Hutson Matthew, The 7 Laws Magical Thinking How Irrational Beliefs Keep Us Happy,
Healthy, and Sane, Hudson street press, New York (U.S.A), 2012,
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- Valentin Ivanov, Some Considerations On Conceptualization Of time in Nyungwe

(Bantu N43, Mozambique), ESTUDOS AFRICANOS, U.PORTO FLUP FACULDADE
DE LETRAS UNIVERSIDADE DO PORTO, 2018.
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