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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the extent to which critical thinking skills are
incorporated into the listening comprehension and reading comprehension activities
for third-year middle school students. To achieve the study's objectives, a descriptive
method was used. We developed an analysis tool in the form of an observation
checklist, which we created to analyze the teachers' questions in the study sample. The
analysis tool consisted of five main skills, each branching into 30 sub-skills of critical
thinking. The tool was reviewed by a group of specialized reviewers, who agreed on
its content. We then applied it to the teachers' questions. Through the analysis of the
two activities' questions, it was found that while the inclusion of critical thinking skills
was generally acceptable, it was not balanced; some skills were more prominently
featured than others. Consequently, the researcher suggested that teachers be made
aware of these skills and receive proper training in them so that they can improve the
process of constructing questions in an objective and systematic manner, thereby
enhancing various thinking skills in students, particularly critical thinking skills.

Keywords: critical thinking; skills; listening comprehension activity; reading
comprehension activity; middle school; Arabic language.
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