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ABSTRACT

The present work seeks to highlight the impact of the translator's ideology on the question
of submission and interpretation which , in turn, has a prominent effect on translating the
metaphors in the Quranic verses (ayas) related to the attributes of Allah .The translator ,in
this regard, either follows the submission way , the interpretation or sometimes a
combination of the two . Our research adopts a comparative analytic method which is based
on analysis ,exegesis and translation of the verses related to the attributes of Allah by
examining and relying on the arguments of both views : submission and interpretation groups
in order to understand and check the translation of the metaphor related to Allah’s attributes .
the comparative approach has also been adopted to compare the verse with two or more
translations according to the translator's adopted exegesis stream. Based on all the above; the
most important results of the study indicate that the party of submission translators opt more
for literal translation word by word .Whereas those of the interpretation party do interpret
the attributes to the extensive meaning . However, there is sometimes and to a given extent a
combination of both strategies : the literal and the interpretative translation . What is clearly
noted from the obtained results is that the position of the two groups is completely
contradictory. Therefore, the submission group who have denied the existence of whatever
metaphor in the holly Quran , proved it when translating , but the other group who
adopted interpretation and who basically proved it , have completely omitted it when

translating .

key words: interpreting , submitting , exegesis ,metaphor , attributes of Allah , translator's

ideology -
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1-BACKGROUNDOF THE STUDY

The Holy Quran is a rich source of a variety of knowledge that the everyone wants to

understand. However, this needs being a good reader to get the precious content of it .

This Holy Book is considered as the most punctuated and rhetorical masterpiece ever
found in this world. It is a miracle full of wisdom which make the linguistics and scholars
speechless. The metaphor is one of these speech figures that is one of these esthetic Quranic

miraculous features.

The issue of the metaphor has created a controversy debate between those who agree and
those who disagree the metaphor in Quran ; relying upon different arguments and proofs .
The two main streams of this debate used to translate the metaphor of Allah's attributes
depending on two strategies: one of them is submitting the metaphor without getting deeper ,
and the second one is interpreting the metaphor by paraphrasing its meaning. Due to that,

there has been such a big difference between the translated versions of the Holy Quran .

2- PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

One of the most motivating reasons behind choosing this topic is our love and passion
for the Holly Quran as it is Allah’s word which guides the mankind in the worldly life and a
savor in the hereafter , it is also the miracle of miracles of our Prophet Mohamed Peace and

Blessing of Allah Be Upon him.
Moreover, there are many other sub-reasons as follows:

e The significance of the topic itself as it is related to Allah’s Book in the way it is
understood and then translated.

e Having deeper knowledge about the debate of the submission and interpretation of
the verses related to the attributes of Allah which in turn has an impact on the very
exegesis and translation of these very verses.

e Identifying how can the ideology of the translator affect the translation of the Holy

Quran and mainly the verses related to the attributes of Allah . .

XXii



e Drawing attention to the wrong translation that may be abusive to Allah’s

attribution because of translators’ misunderstanding.
3- RESEARCH PROBLEM

. The question of the submission and interpretation has been in the center of the debate .
The question have been especially tackled by linguists and has rarely been viewed from
translational point of view. Translators regarding this issue are faced with a dilemma . Too
many exegeses for the same aya and hence , find themselves dealing not with one text but
rather thousands of interpretations and consequently hundreds of texts . For example ,the
verse "THE HANDS OF ALLAH" has made a lot of linguistic and ideological problems ,

and has raised some questions that we seek to find answers to.
4 - RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The research tries to find some reasonable answers to the following questions:

e What are the main streams in exegesis and as well in the translation of the
metaphors related to the attributes of Allah ?
e What are the strategies of each party (submission or interpretation ) in translating

the metaphors related to the attributes of Allah ?
5-HYPOTHESIS

The above-cited research questions are to be answered according to the following
hypotheses:

e The translator of the attributes related to Allah may adopt submission or
interpretation or a combination of the two strategies in translating Allah’s attributes .
e The group of the submission translators may rely on literal translation word-by —
word. However, the group of the interpretation translators may adopt the

interpretative translation which depends on the extensive meaning of these attributes
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6- METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

This research adopts an analytical method which is based on analyzing the exegesis and the
translations of the verses related to the attributes of Allah by examining and relying on the
arguments of both groups in order to check the translation of the metaphor, the comparative
approach is also adopted to compare the verse with two or more translations according to

the translator's exegesis stream.

7- STRUCTURE OF THE DISSERTATION

To be more systematic and be deeper acquainted with the topic, the dissertation has
been divided into three chapters. The first chapter deals with the metaphor and its types.
The examples has been taken from the holly Quran . The most important point in this chapter
is the classification of the attributes related to Allah in the holly Quran. The second chapter
deals with the metaphor in the translation studies, loss and gain in the translation of the holly
Quran. At the end of this chapter; the question of submission and interpretation was
highlighted, which falls under the core of this dissertation. The third chapter is the practical
part where the verses related the attributes of Allah were collected with their exegesis and

translation

, and then everything were analyzed and discussed. The most important differences between
them is the emphasis on the way they are translated (relying on submission or on

interpretation ) .

8- LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

This research is just limited to Allah’s attributes cited in the Holy Quran ; focusing on the
metaphor in the verses related to the attributes of Allah, not on all the metaphor in the Holly

Quran

XXIV



CONCLUSION

The assumed hypotheses were realized after finishing this work. And here it is

summarized as following :

e The translators have either chosen submission by opting more literal translation word
by word or interpretation by opting the interpretative translation and giving
extensive meaning to the attributes of Allah .

e The translator combines the submission and the interpretation especially if the literal

translation fails in transferring the exact meaning .

Allah said ; §iall e (s 50T 25 o A 3 (i 915 e sadl GBI (30T 2855 gy
The verb " ssisl ™ does not overlap with the exact meaning in the English translation
" established on the throne "

e It was found here is the choice of the submission and interpretative groups has been
reversed ; the submission group denies the existence metaphor as a rhetoric device in
the Holy Quran but it reads in their translation ( gain), while the interpretative group
recognize it in the Holy Quran but loses it in their translation .

e The translations of the attributes of Allah differ according to the translator's ideology
which make the less average reader of Arabic get confused because of the different
various translated versions instead of having only one exegesis book, it turns to be
several different books .It is recommended that all the translators better opt for the
same strategy since those who read the " exegesis " of the Quran in English think that
it is the Quran itself!

e Although the big difference between the two strategies in rendering the attributes of
Allah , we suggest that the translation of these attributes should be literal as much as
possible because the reader will refer back to the exegesis books that will help him to

understand the meaning .
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