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Abstract 

 

Literature is the mirror of the society. It reflects our problems and makes us see it more 

clearly. Thought writers try to express their conflict within fiction. Migration considered 

one of the old issues and still update till nowadays. The Asian American Bharati 

Mukherjee is not an exception. She endeavored to portray immigration and uprooted 

identities. Her third novel Jasmine (1989) is the study case of our dissertation which titled 

“Immigration and Identity Trauma”. This study conducted the identity trauma under 

immigration’s scope during the events of the novel. Mukherjee brings into play her own 

personal experience to illustrate how the individual can defend and stand for his/her beliefs 

till the end, in the mean time how can cultural shock affects the journey of pursuing the 

American Dream. The current study attempts to examine and depict the crucial obstacles 

that face the immigrants in particular the identity clash. In fact, it aims to determine to 

what extent immigration and dislocation affects immigrant’s identity. In order to 

accomplish this study, we will follow multi-disciplinary approaches; the analytic 

descriptive method to illustrate dislocation and its outcomes on immigrant’s identity 

through the psychoanalysis literary criticism and New Historicism, in order to explore the 

alteration of the protagonist’s identity. This study delivered on general introductory 

contextual background of the novel. As well, it discussed Bharati Mukherjee’s 

controversial style of writing and the storyline and identity quest of her characters which 

causes by cultural clash in a foreign society. In addition, it explores the way of 

contemporary literature in translating the globalization issues. 

Key words: Immigration .Jasmine .Identity Trauma .Psychoanalysis, Cultural Clash/Shock .

Multiculturalism.
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1. Background of the research 

Literature can be defined as a reflection of any society’s visions and beliefs. It 

considered as a sign of cultural significance, which makes divergences and dissimilarities 

among literary works. American literature has been passing through different literary 

movements such as naturalism, rationalism and Romanticism; the last one takes a big part 

in the first half of the 19
th

 century that was theological and philosophical at the same time. 

Asian American literature is the kind of literature that is produced in United 

States by writers from Asian origins . It is converted into a category during in the 1970s. 

Asian American literature flourished up with David Hsin-fu Wand's legacy. There are a 

numerous authors of Asian American literature such as: Hisaye Yamamoto, Khaled 

Hosseini, David Henry Hwang,Amy Tan ,Jean Kwok and Bharati Mukherjee. Asian 

American literature deals with several topics and themes such as the American dream, the 

cultural conflicts, immigration and trauma of identity are one of the highlight themes. It 

draws attention of several writers like: Bharati Mukherjee, Jhumpa Lahiri, Chang-rae Lee 

and Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni.
1
 The current study attempts to demonstrate immigration and 

trauma of immigrant’s identity throughout the great contemporary novel Jasmine which is 

written by Bharati Mukherjee.  

After the Second World War, especially in the last half century, the United States 

has undergone a profound demographic transformation in the wake of a massive inflow of 

immigrants. Journalism and the fiction of the era often depicted immigrants and long-term 

Americans working through this dilemma, sometimes in sentimental “tenement tales,” at 

other times in progressive activist rhetoric.
2
 In 2014, immigrants represented 

approximately 13 percent of the U.S. population. This growth in immigration is mainly 

from Latin America, Asia, and the Caribbean. The immigrants define and reconceptualise 

their ethnic, racial and national identities as they make new lives in American society. 

Through expressive novels, short stories, poetry, plays, biographies and memoirs that have 

                                                           
1
 Lee, Jarry . 32 Essential Asian-American Writers You Need To Be Reading. BuzzFeed Staff. May 7, 2015, at 

6:11 
2
 Zott, M Lynn. Cengage, Gale. Representation of Immigrants in Literature – Introduction "Nineteenth-

Century Literary Criticism. eNotes.com, Vol 112. 2002. Web. March 1st, 2018  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancestor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hisaye_Yamamoto
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been recently published which are describe the immigrant’s experience.
3
 For most 

immigrants, the panelists found, retaining identity is a worthy challenge. While, there is a 

“dissonance between their identity and the mainstream identity”. Nemr said .In trying to 

reconcile and find balance between the two; one’s identity asserts itself, especially if it is 

cast into the margins. The cultural and language barriers create conflicts and traumas into 

the immigrants.
 4

 

 Freud  is the first one who coined the term in 1896. Psychoanalysis defined as a 

set of theories and therapeutic techniques related to the study of the unconscious mind. 

Freud reserved term of ‘psychoanalysis’ for his own school of thought
5
. Interpersonal 

psychoanalysis emphasizes on individuals protect themselves from anxiety by establishing 

collusive interactions with others.
6
 

Jasmine by Bharati Mukherjee is a story about an Indian exile widow, who 

immigrates to America. The book was published in 1989. The story is considered a journey 

of courage and search of self awareness. Throughout course of the novel, the main 

character changes herself constantly within multiple identities in different places at 

different times; from Jyoti, to Jasmine, to Jazzy to Jase to Jane. Through the event of the 

story Jasmine steps on the road of the American dream of narrowly defined happiness.  

2. Purpose of the research 

The global aim of this research is to investigate to what extent the trend of 

immigration and the conflicts of identity have been used in Jasmine by Bharati Mukherjee. 

Several works seek to examine identity trauma which trails immigration. Moreover, to 

show how the individual can defend and stand for his beliefs until the end. 

 

 

 

                                                           
3
 Kay Deaux , Katharine Donato ,and Nancy Foner. Immigration and Identities: Race and Ethnicity in a 

Changing United States. The Russell Sage Foundation. Nov 2016.Web, Feb 13, 2018 
https://www.russellsage.org/publications/category/immigration-identity 
4
 Atul Bhattarai, Immigration and Identity. World Policy.Org. February 18, 2016.Web.February 13,2018  

5
 T. Frank, Psychoanalysis Theory: Definition & Explanation. Tennessee: Study.com. 03/23/2018.  

6
 Mirtha Worrell, Psychotherapy: Concepts and Approaches. New York : The English Press, 2016 Print  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigmund_Freud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unconscious_mind
https://www.russellsage.org/publications/category/immigration-identity
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3. Research questions 

 The present research aims to provide an answer to the following questions: 

1. To what extent immigration affects immigrant’s identity throughout 

Jasmine by Bharati Mukherjee? 

2. How can immigration and identity trauma be represented through Bharati 

Mukherjee’s Jasmine?  

 

4. Research hypotheses 

In order to answer the previous questions, the research hypotheses could be 

stated as follow:  

1. It is assumed that immigration highly affects and influences immigrants’ 

identity as a consequence of language and cultural shock, which create conflicts and 

traumas into the immigrants’ life. 

2. It is hypothesized that Bharati Mukherjee represented the identity trauma 

and conflicts through the protagonist of this story in the course of her beliefs and actions. 

 

 5. Research methodology 

The study attempts to investigate the identity trauma under the scope of 

immigration. Thus, we will follow the analytic descriptive method to illustrate the 

movement of immigration and its central motive, and identity trauma on emigrants through 

new historical and psychoanalysis literary criticism. In order to find answers to the 

research questions, it is needed to adopt a theoretical framework, such as psychoanalysis 

literary criticism and the salad bowl.  

Therefore, to make this dissertation well structured and organized, we divided it 

into three chapters; the first one concerned with the socio-historical background. The 

second chapter deals with the general critical review of the novel .The third chapter 

devoted to the stylistics of immigration. 
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1- Introduction 

In this chapter we seek to enlighten the reader about Socio-Historical 

Background of this study. In the first section which is Defining Immigration. We attempt 

to give a general definition of immigration and its related terminology. In the following 

section, Indian Lost Generation; we are going to discuss the history of migration in India. 

In addition, we shall try to tackle the circumstances that lead Indians to migrate after the 

independence. The next section titled Tramp’s Wall. We are going to examine the 

metaphor behind trump’s wall and his strategy to impede immigrants to enter the United 

States. Last and not least, The Decampment is the title of the Fourth section. In this part 

we intend to depict the controlling features that lead people to decamp. 

2- Defining immigration 

Migration is an expression of the human aspiration for 

dignity, safety and a better future. It is part of the social 

fabric, part of our very make-up as a human family 
7
 

The term of migration or immigration has no specific definition. According to 

Shaw’s conventional definition; migration is “the relatively permanent movement or 

persons over a significant distance”
8
.  Lee claims that “migration is defined broadly as 

permanent or semi-permanent change of residence”
9
.   However, the global definition of 

the migration concept is to leave a country and settle down in another. Oxford learner’s 

dictionaries defines immigration as the process of coming to live permanently in a country 

that is not your own. While the verb migrate refers to some kind of movement or 

relocation, emigrate and immigrate are much specific. They typically refer just to people 

who move from country to another
10

.  

                                                           
7
 International Migrants Day: Ban ki-Moon Speech. The United Nations. 18/12/2015. Web. April 2018 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/events/international-migrants-day 
8
 Pieter KOK, The Definition of Migration and Its Application: Making Sense of Recent South African Census 

and Survey Data.SA Journal of Demography, 7 (1), 1999 Print ; PP. 19 
9
 Everett S. Lee, A Theory of Migration. University of Pennsylvania. Demography1966, Vol. 3, No. 1;  PP.49 

-3370%281966%293%3A1%3C47%3AATOM%3E2.0.CO%3B2-http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0070
B 

 
10

 Oxford learner’s dictionaries. https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/ 

http://www.azquotes.com/quote/874403?ref=migration
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/874403?ref=migration
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/874403?ref=migration
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/events/international-migrants-day
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0070-3370%281966%293%3A1%3C47%3AATOM%3E2.0.CO%3B2-B
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0070-3370%281966%293%3A1%3C47%3AATOM%3E2.0.CO%3B2-B
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
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The verb emigrate means to move out and exit from a country and immigrate 

means decamp into a country. Besides, immigrate comes from Latin by adding the prefix 

“in” which is changed into an “M” so in-migrate that becomes immigrate. It means moving 

into a foreign country. The initial letter of the verb Emigrate is the prefix “e” which comes 

from the word “exit” which means moving out from the country
11

. According to the Law 

of Organizing Migration for the year 1974 article 2 that defines the word refugee as: 

"Every person who leaves their country of origin in fear of suppression, or danger because 

of a race, religion, any political or social group or in fear of war, colonization, foreign 

control or internal disputes, and cannot and do not want to return to their country of 

origin”
12

. 

The history of immigration started 140,000 years ago. People migrate from a 

place to another for pursuing better life condition; environmental, political, economic, or 

social ones. According to Juthani , Indians began immigrating to the USA in increasing 

numbers in the mid-1960s mainly due to the new immigration policy of 1965
13

. The family 

of the word migration is formed from migr which comes from the Indo European mei that 

means “change” whose verb in Latin is muto. We can question which word came first migr 

or the Hebru word hgr which means the necessity to migrate which we can find in the 

pronoun Agar. This word was associated with the prophet Abraham and the first exile in 

the history of mankind when he and his wife Sarah decided to migrate. Their son Ismael 

went on to form the Arab nation while Issac formed the nation of Jews
14

.  

Human rights violations are a major factor in causing the flight of refugees 

as well as an obstacle to their safe and voluntary return home. 

Safeguarding human rights in countries of origin is therefore critical both 

for the prevention and for the solution of refugee problems. Respect for 

human rights is also essential for the protection of refugees in countries of 

asylum.
15

  

                                                           
11

 ibid 
12

 Awadalla M. Saeed and Amira Y. Badri, Sudan’s Internal Population Displacement and Migration 
Magnitude and Policy Issues in the New Millennium.2010; PP.25 
13

 Shruti Poulsen., Nithyakala Karuppaswamy and Rajeswari Natrajan, Immigration as Dynamic Experience: 
Personal Narrative and Implications for Family. Springer Science & Business Media, Inc. September 2005; 
PP.404 
14

  Gilbert.H Miller, Strangers in Paradise. Kentuky : The University of Kentuky, Press 1999; PP. 65  
15

 Ragini Trakroo Zutshi, Jayshree Satpute and Md. Saood Tahir, Refugees and The Law. New Delhi: Human 
Rights Law Network, Second Edition, December 2011 Print; PP. 3 
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Many people choose to migrate which make them voluntary migrants. But there 

are who forced to migrate by the government or authorities and that make them refugees in 

the in the destination counties. After the Second World War, the 1951 Convention defined 

the term refugee which refers to persons who became refugees as a result of events 

occurring before 1 January 1951, and States had to declare whether they would apply that 

definition only to events that took place in Europe or also to events in other parts of the 

world. As new refugee crises emerged around the globe during the 1950s and early 1960s, 

it became clear that the temporal and geographical scope of the 1951 Convention needed to 

be widened
16

. However, refugees are seeking for asylum. The Organization of African 

Unity (OAU) Convention makes other important points. It affirms that “the grant of 

asylum to refugees is a peaceful and humanitarian act”
17

 . According to a document 

released by the German Federal Office for Migration and Refugees, the asylum seekers 

should not be return back to their origin county, and would not be able to change track and 

start an immigration procedure
18

.  

According to Oxford Dictionary “Alien” refer to a person who is not a citizen of 

the country or a foreigner
19

. The origin of the term “alien” emerges 

from old French “alien”, and from Latin “alienus” which means strange or foreign. The 

term expanded in the mid of the 14
th

 century. Illegal immigration refers to the movement 

of persons across national borders in a way that violates the immigration law of the 

destination country. Several terms may be used to refer to an illegal immigrant, mainly, 

undocumented worker, clandestine worker, undocumented immigrant and unauthorized 

immigrant
20

. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
16

 Frances Nicholson and Judith Kumin, A guide to international refugee protection and building state 
asylum systems, Handbook for Parliamentarians. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. N° 
27, 2017 ; PP. 16 
17

 Ibid ; PP. 19 
18

 Annual Report 2016. Migration, Integration, Asylum Political Developments in Germany.2017; PP. 24 
19

 Victoria Bull, Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary. China: Oxford University, Fourth Edition Press, 2011; PP. 
10 
20

 Smt Saheli Naik, Illegal Migration - A Threat To India. Journal Of Humanities And Social Science, Volume 
21, Issue 7, July 2016 .Web. Mar 2018; PP. 17 
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3- Indian lost generation  

Since the early times in the 17
th

 century, there was a trend of immigration in 

India, but it was not that remarkable at that time. In fact, there were two directions of 

Indian immigration; to Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and to Java. After the independence of India in 

1947, the government starts to cover up the legacy of the British colonial; poverty, 

diseases, destroyed economy and illiteracy
21

. The history of Indian migration detached into 

three main periods: 1) After the abolition of slavery (1833-1908). 2) The dawn of a 

national policy (1908-1922). 3) The Execution of a national policy in regard to emigration 

from 1922 to the present day
22

. 

Concerning with Indian immigration in the United Kingdom, the flow of Indians 

is steered mainly towards professional occupations in science, technology and health. A 

remarkable 60 percent enter for science and technology professions alone
23

. The early 

of 1820, Indian started the wave of immigration to the United States of America. The 

average of Indian immigrants rises all over the years till it became the second largest after 

Mexico in 2016. Indian immigrants in the 19
th

 century were mostly uneducated farmers. 

However, since 1965 many educated professionals from India have immigrated to the U.S 

for skilled employment
24

. According to the CBACS (Census Bureau’s American 

Community Survey) in 2010 there is 2.2 million Indian Americans live in the United States 

of America as immigrants
25

.  

4- Trump’s wall 

Donald Trump exhibited his anti-immigration sentiment through his decision to 

build a great wall along the Southern border between the United States of America and 

Mexico in order to keep out the criminal and illegal immigrants from the country. In his 

presidential campaign, on the 31 August 2016, said that “we will build a great wall along 

                                                           
21

 Bipan Chandra, Mridula Mukherjee and Aditya Mukherjee. India Since Independence.India.Penguin.2011. 
Google Book.Web, Mar 13, 2018; PP. 147 
22

 Findlay G. Shirras, Indian Migration. National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc1931, Vol, 2; PP.595 
23

 Amar Dhudwar and Will Somerville, Indian Immigration to the United Kingdom. Migration Poliry Institute, 
UK National Institute for Economic and Social Research, UK. Working Paper No. 21 ; PP. 40 
24

 Rafael Alarcón, Migrants of the Information Age: Indian and Mexican Engineers and Regional 
Development in Silicon Valley. The Center for Comparative Immigration Studies. University of California, San 
Diego. Working Paper 16, May 2000;PP. 8 
25

 Larry A. Samovar, et al. Communication Between Cultures. Boston: Wadsworth,8th edition.2013; PP. 106 
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the southern border and Mexico will pay for the wall”
26

 .  The obvious cause of Trump’s 

wall is to stop Mexican illegal immigration. On the other hand, the wall is metaphorical as 

it excludes certain countries from migrating to the United States. 

 

 Donald trump eliminate the green card and the visa lottery system for ninety 

days, and sets several immigration Executive Orders which prevent migration from some 

Muslim countries; Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen. Though, it was 

impeded and blocked by the American judicial court system
27

. For the fact that, it is a 

racist that it is against the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which is planned to dismantle racism. 

According to Nancy Pelosi the House Minority Leader in United States of America, that 

Donald Trump is racist and he is trying to make America white again.  In contrast she said, 

new immigrants “make America more American”
28

. 

5- The decampment 

 

Migration is as natural as breathing, as eating, as sleeping. It is part of 

life, part of nature. So we have to find a way of establishing a proper 

kind of scenario for modern migration to exist. And when I say 'we,' I 

mean the world. We need to find ways of making that migration not 

forced.
29

 

There are several fundamental rationale motivations beyond human migration. 

All over the history and till our present time, the human beings are looking for better life 

conditions or improving their life style. In 1965, the United States reviewed immigration 

laws to allow the access of many immigrants from different regions. According to the 

American Community Survey (ACS) statistics in 2015, The U.S. immigrant population 

reached 43.3 million and 13.5 % of the United States population
30

.The statistics of 1990 

have shown that 20 million immigrants were in the United States. According to 2010 

                                                           
26

 Trump: We will build a great wall along the southern border.  Fox Business, YouTube, 31 Aug 2016. Web, 
Mar 30, 2018 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2J9y6s_ukBQ 
27

 Bown, P Chad. Economics and Policy in the Age of Trump. London. Centre for Economic Policy Research 
Press, 2017; PP. 69-70  
28

 Nancy Pelosi, Pelosi Says Trump’s Plan is ‘to Make America White Again’. CNSNews.com Staff January 27, 
2018. Web, Apr 1

st
, 2018 

29
 Gael Garcia Bernal, Migrants Rights Net. Twitter.com, Dec 17, 2017. Web, Mar 5, 2018 

https://twitter.com/migrants_rights/status/942478640067088384 
30

 Jie Zong. Jeanne Batalova and Jeffrey Hallock, Frequently Requested Statistics on Immigrants and 
Immigration in the United States.Migration Information Source March 8, 2017. Web, Apr 2, 2018 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCXoCcu9Rp7NPbTzIvogpZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2J9y6s_ukBQ
https://twitter.com/migrants_rights
https://twitter.com/migrants_rights/status/942478640067088384
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/migration-information-source
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report of The United Nations Population Division (UNPD); there were 214 million 

international migrants in the world. Most of them are not originally born in that country
31

. 

However, there are several reasons that push people to migrate and refer to 

different factors; environmental, economic, social, and political ones. The decampment is 

always taking a path from down to up till the end of time. In other words, it is a journey of 

promotion to the human life at different levels running from the worst to the best. Several 

theories highlight the structural circumstances of immigration which act as "push" and 

"pull" factors. The push factors represent the conditions that drive the individuals to 

emigrate from their motherland, and the pull factors illustrate in the delightful facts that 

drag the individuals to immigrate to another country. The Ravenstein’s laws combined 

individual rational choice theory with the broader structures of rural urban and 

developmental which is found in the well known push-pull framework
32

.  

This model structured migration is driven by push and pull factors that influence 

the settlement of the individual and force him to migrate from the current region to another 

one. Push-Pull model is a theory which based on principles of rational choice and 

differentials between regions or countries, and labour mobility. As Massey pointed out, the 

neoclassical model works at both the macro and the micro level. This framework stands 

with poverty, unemployment, low social status, rapid population growth, landlessness, 

political repression, and poor marriage prospects. These aspects play push and pull factors 

at the same time; in order to be in the existing country and not to be in the target place
33

.  

 Immigration in India is a consequence of the poverty in several fields in the 

Indian society which followed the British colony since 1858 to 1947. After independence, 

the economic, educational and environmental conditions were in a bad format, which is not 

a fertile ground for an appropriate survival strategy. Various economic theories are 

employed for understanding migration. It seeks to clarify the economic factors which drive 

people as an individual to immigrate and leave their homeland to another country, on the 

                                                           
31

 R. Blanpain  et al, Comparative labour law and international relations in industrialized market Economies. 
The Netherlands: Kluwer Law International BV, 2010 ; PP. 247 
32

 Russell King, Theories and Typologies of Migration: An Overview and A Primer. England : Malmö Institute 
for Studies of Migration, Diversity and Welfare ,January 2012; PP.13 
33

 Zhao, Chenyue. Impact of Parental Migration on The psychosocial Wellbeing of Left-behind Children in 
Two Chinese Provinces: Individual Experiences, Family Characteristics, and Community Contexts. University 
College London; PHD Thesis, February 2017;PP. 30 
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micro level. Otherwise, on the macro level the economic factors that produce a divergence 

between the current place and the country of destination. The use of Push and Pull theory 

can help some countries to detect the factors which drove people to leave away and to 

figure out their weaknesses in order to find solutions for those push factors
34

. 

The Foundation of America is a set of ideals, embodied in a 

written Constitution and the system of Government thus 

established. Those who agree to abide by protect and support it, 

are Americans
35

. 

Many groups of people migrate to the United States to benefit from the economic 

opportunities and satisfying life. The chief pull factor of immigration from all over the 

world not only for the Indians is what they call “American Dream”, since they consider 

America the land of opportunities or their “Eldorado”. Considering the evolution of the 

American Dream or Eldorado would have been a more germane image than Eden. “No one 

stays in Eden”.
36

 What’s pull immigrants from all over the world to the United States is 

running after the myth of the American dream .it represented a new Eldorado for them, 

which is characterized by the idea of America a land full of opportunities where they can 

acquire a better life. However for many of them this Eldorado turned into a nightmare.
37

 

According to Oxford Living Dictionaries, that defined the American dream as 

“The ideal by which equality of opportunity is available to any American, allowing the 

highest aspirations and goals to be achieved.” The first who coined this idea was James 

Adams in his book The Epic of America: “that dream of a land in which life should be 

better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or 

achievement.” 
38

In the course of the events of Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine, the 

protagonist makes her individual choices, and in America where there is freedom of 
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choice. She was a ‘self-willing subject of the West’ and therefore can be termed 

successful.
39

 

6- Conclusion 

As a wrapping up for this chapter; through chapter two we have dealt with the 

socio-historical contextual of this novel. We have provided a general definition of 

immigration and the terminology that it is linked to it. We have investigated the history 

of migration, especially in India. Also, we have illustrated the diverse conditions that 

make Indians go beyond the international borders. Likewise, we have tackled the 

actual reason behind trump’s wall and his strategy to decline the flow of immigrants 

forward the United States. Besides that, we have demonstrated the features that drive 

or drag individuals to migrate at different levels.  
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1- Introduction 

 

Bharati Mukherjee‘s life experiences took a great part in her writings and 

Jasmine in particular which is considered as an immigration narrative. Mukherjee was 

known with her feminist novels that portray self discovery, identity trauma and alienation. 

In chapter two, we will try to analyze Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine and dig inside the text. 

We attempt to illustrate how Jasmine adapts to a New World which is the American 

society within Jasmine in a Salad Bowl. Moreover, we aim to highlight the cultural clash 

she faced to balance between Occidental and Oriental cultures. We will investigate 

whether she succeeded to integrate in the American society or she defends her identity and 

fails to assimilate as an immigrant woman. In the next section Jasmine’s Search of Self 

awareness, we would focus on the psyche of the protagonist and identity Diaspora in line 

to figure out her inner-self according to the Freudian Psychoanalysis. In order to 

understand the transformation between identities of the protagonist; we shall try to 

interpret and discuss that change in The Chameleon Identity that made Jasmine struggle 

to realize the hybrid identity into her. 

 

2- Jasmine in a Salad Bowl 

 

There are three diverse forms of social structure in the United States that follow 

migration. The first one is called a ‘Melting Pot’ which is about assimilated communities 

on the cultural patterns after a long time from arriving to the United States. The second one 

is ‘Segregation’, which is specifically related to minority groups. The third structure is the 

‘Salad Bowl’ which is concerned with immigrants who live in the United States and 

integrate within the American society while they still preserving their cultural traditions
40

. 

The “salad bowl” or the cultural mosaic theory has called for the integration of the diverse 

ethnicities of United States immigrants. In which they combined with each other like the 

ingredients of a salad. This model has been named after the old concept “melting pot” 
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which refers to cultural assimilation in society. The salad bowl concept allows the 

immigrants to stick on and practise their cultural traditions within the American society
41

. 

On a multicultural and individualist, some immigrants choose not to surrender 

their cultural and ethnic identities and do not get melted in the American society. They 

prefer to retain their distinctive culture from country of origin like the different ingredients 

in the salad bowl
42

. The novel aims to give the reader an idea about the courage and 

strength of an immigrant woman. Besides, how she adapted to a New World that is totally 

differ than her origin. As an Indian immigrant in America, she has to avoid the plight of 

abuse and violence due to racial discrimination. Jasmine changed her name many times in 

different places with different people according to her movements while speaking Hindu. 

In Jasmine, the protagonist tried to fit in the American society and to look as American as 

possible; in her way of walking and in her talking. “...I couldn't tell if with the Hasnapuri 

sidle I'd also abandoned my Hasnapuri modesty”
43

. 

Mukherjee tries to portray the complexity between cultural crossroads, which is 

clearly noticed in this novel. All that revealed through the protagonist’s cultural struggles 

amid of American society with Indian traditions. Through this novel Mukherjee tries to 

unfold the complicated layers of cross-cultural reality through a succession of ventures 

which the female protagonist, Jyoti, takes on during her journey from her native village 

Hasnapur, Punjab to California via Florida, New York and Iowa
44

. Jasmine was struggling 

to balance between her rural cultural tradition and her acquired American culture. Jasmine 

makes a great effort to Americanize herself by endeavoring to assume a new identity in the 

united states. “... I wanted to distance myself from everything Indian, everything Jyoti-

like”
45

.However, she switched her name several times according to her geographical 

reside. 
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 At the beginning, the protagonist of this story faced a problem of the loss of 

culture and identity. Except that she was pleased with her new assuming identities but from 

time to time she felt guilty because of her inherited Oriental cultural values. After all, she 

realized that she has to integrate with her new formulated identity and to balance with the 

achieved identity which suits the American society all together keeping her Indian identity. 

From the beginning of the novel, Jasmine shows that she is a strong and a brave woman 

who is determined to challenge her destiny and rejected being a slave for tradition and 

Hindu culture. It is noticeably observed when Jyoti, the seven years old girl, shouted on the 

astrologer who was predicting her future by saying: "You're a crazy old man. You don't 

know what my future holds!”
46

.  

Within this novel, Bharati Mukherjee announces the need and the desire to unite, to 

think trans-culturally and to build new bridges across the world, to become a global 

citizen
47

. Furthermore, this corroborates the salad bowl theory of culture integration.  The 

journey of Jasmine is a process of getting empowered than getting Americanized because 

she performs as an individual, an ingredient within a salad bowl. She differs from others 

but at the same time she belongs to the American society
48

. 

3- Jasmine’s search of self awareness 

We shall not cease from exploration and the end 

of all our exploring will be to arrive where we 

started and know the place for the first time.” 
49

 

This novel is considered as a self discovery journey more than immigration for 

pursuing a goal. The protagonist of this story; Jasmine migrated to the United States after 

her husband got killed. Since it was her husband’s dream, she wanted to make it true and to 

commit Sati
50

 while burning her husband’s suit in America in order not to live as a widow 

with a white sari; as it is consistent at the Indian traditions, which she already cursed it. 
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Except that she stands against what her old cultural tradition and inherited Indian values to 

begin her journey of search for identity. Jasmine’s will to defeat her destiny and what the 

astrology told her years ago gave her the strength
51

. Since it is known that America is the 

land of opportunities; jasmine decides to bring her freedom back and escape from the 

patriarchal Indian society through discovering herself.  

In view of the fact that she is an alien in a foreign country, she has to adapt with 

the coming circumstances. “Who in the world am I? Ah, that's the great puzzle”
52

. Jasmine 

changes her name several times in different geographical places. Afterwards, the problem 

of realizing her inner self and wondering who she is through all of this. Actually, jasmine 

began her identity search while she was a Panjabi young girl. She was a discarded child to 

the family because she was the fifth daughter and the seventh of nine children. When she 

was a much younger she was almost strangled to death so that her parents might free her 

from the problems of marriage. For that reason her grandmother named her Jyoti which 

means light
53

.  

     Hence, from the beginning of her life Jasmine was struggling to prove and 

demonstrate that she is not useless. In order to confirm that she is an independent woman, 

she ran away to get rid of her patriarchal society.  In the other hand, she faced alienation 

and loneliness as an Indian immigrant, which complicated the path for her. In order to 

survive, Jasmine had to get self refashion in order to fit in the American society.  Jasmine 

battled to Americanize herself; to appear like an American girl. At the end, Jasmine 

becomes conscious that self-sufficiency acquired from the inner peace not from being an 

Indian or an American. Finally, she admits that her old identity will remain forever so, 

there is no need to kill her other personalities because it is accomplishment in developing 

interior herself
54

.  

  This process typically involves a sudden change of environment, which 

“challenges the stability of the newcomer’s psychic organization”
55

.However, Jasmine 
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confusion between identities each time in playing roles with the diverse name and 

identities is before she realized that the hybrid identity is a fluid identity which means it is 

not necessary to choose between her other selves.  The story of Jasmine follows the 

patterns of the ‘Bildungsroman genre’. According to the Online Oxford Dictionary of 

Literary Terms, it is “a kind of novel that follows the development of the hero or heroine 

from childhood or adolescence into adulthood, through a troubled quest for identity”
56

.  

      The female bildungsroman has come to represent a suitable denomination of a 

narrative of the protagonist’s ‘coming-to-consciousness’. The ‘narrative of female self-

discovery’ as a genre “most clearly identified with contemporary feminist writing”
57

. Laura 

Fuderer presents several definitions by different critics in her annotated bibliography of 

criticism. She cites Ellen Morgan’s definition: “… the feminist delineates woman’s self-

development toward a viable present and future existence, free from predetermined, male-

dominated societal roles, which in the past yielded a fragmented rather than satisfactorily 

integrated personality “
58

. Bildungsroman is a literary form that has gradually become a 

powerful means of expressing women’s development and awakening as well as of 

questioning and undermining the very structure of patriarchal society.
59

 

     Kontje 
60

contends that Bildung is the primary goal of all humanity, that our true 

purpose in life is to cultivate our diverse talents into a balanced whole; nature has provided 

the ‘seed’ but it is up to human beings to develop it to their full potential through active 

engagement with the world around them. Therefore, freedom becomes the first and 

essential prerequisite for personal Bildung
61

. According to Albert and Whetten, hybrid 

identity refers to two or more organizational identities that are “not expected to go 

together”
62

. Psychoanalytic theory is fundamentally a motivational theory of human 
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behaviour and Freud claimed that “psychoanalysis aims at and achieves nothing more than 

the discovery of the unconscious in mental life”
63

. 

Jasmine goes on to state that her concept of immigration is that it is “made up of 

several conflicting parts”, reinforcing the idea that the immigrant identity cannot be 

pigeonholed into one type or description
64

. Freud divided our desires and our unconscious 

conflicts into three areas of the mind. First, the Id stands for the unconscious part of our 

psyche which responds to the instincts. Jasmine in her passage to America was raped by 

the Half-Face the captain of the ship and as revenge she killed him with a cold blood. She 

stated:  

 ...I began to shiver. The blade need not be long, only sharp, and 

my hand not strong, only quick. His eyes fluttered open even 

before I felt the metal touch his throat, and his smile and panic 

were nearly instantaneous. I wanted that moment when he saw 

me above him as he had last seen me, naked, but now with my 

mouth open, pouring blood, my red tongue out. I wanted him to 

open his mouth and start to reach, I wanted that extra hundredth 

of a second when the blade bit deeper than any when I jumped 

back as he jerked forward, slapping at his neck while blood, 

ribbons of bright blood, rushed between his fingers.
65

 

 

The part that deals with reality is the Ego that tries to meet the desires of the id in 

a way that is socially acceptable. Jasmine suddenly widowed in a very young age; 

seventeen years old, she seems to face a shameful and isolated life according to the Indian 

ancient traditions. Nevertheless, she broke all the old cultural traditions and wanted to 

settle down in the United States.  It is obviously clear when Jasmine desired to look like 

American girls in her way of dressing, walking and talking. Hence, she abandoned on all 

her Indian cultural traditions. She said: 

 ...Tone it down, girl!" She clapped as I took a turn between 

the kitchen and bath. I checked myself in the mirror, 
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shocked at the transformation. Jazzy in a T-shirt, tight 

cords, and running shoes. I couldn't tell if with the 

Hasnapuri sidle I'd also abandoned my Hasnapuri 

modesty...
66

 

The last division is responsible for morals and feeling of guilt. Jasmine started to 

absorb in the American culture and living way but she can never detach herself from her 

Indian cultural roots. “...It isn't guilt that I feel, it is relief. I realize I have already stopped 

thinking of myself as Jane. Adventure, risk, transformation: the frontier is pushing indoors 

through uncaulked windows. Watch me re-position the stars, I whisper to the astrologer 

who floats cross-legged above my kitchen stove”
67

. Freud believed that the impact of the 

unconscious, id, ego, superego and the Oedipus complexes was inescapable and that these 

elements of the mind influence all our behavior as adults.   

Self harm may be used as an alternative to compensating the object of one's 

transgression perhaps in the form of not allowing oneself to enjoy opportunities open to 

one, or benefits due, as a result of uncompensated guilt feelings. In Jasmine’s case she 

downed herself to being.  In view of the fact, that Sukkhi killed Prakash
68

 in front of her 

sight. She was thinking in a pessimistic way when she said: “... My body was merely the 

shell, soon to be discarded. Then I could be reborn, debts and sins all paid for. If he had 

only killed me. If he had only left my mission alone. He made me say it, he laughed at 

it.”
69

  

According to Freud’s Defense Mechanisms, this is a defensive way to Jasmine’s 

ego by rejecting herself from being after the death of her husband. Jasmine had showed an 

extremely strong sense of life and quest for identity. In a moment of questing for her recent 

identity she said: “...which of us is the undetected murderer of a half-faced monster, which 

of us has held a dying husband, which of us was raped and raped and raped in boats and 

cars and motel rooms?”
70

. From the time when she was a much younger, she faces 

disasters at various stages of her life and struggles restlessly to find an identity and to make 

a place for herself to give a shape and meaning to her life: “Her struggle symbolizes the 

                                                           
66

 Jasmine ;PP.133 
67

 Jasmine ; PP.240 
68 Prakash Vijh:  Jasmine’s  husband. 
69

 Jasmine; PP. 121 
70

 Jasmine ; PP.127 



22 
 

restless quest of a rootless person piqued by a depressing sense of isolation all around”
71

. 

Erikson declares that identity refers to “something noisily demonstrative, to a more or less 

desperate ‘quest’, or to an almost deliberately confused ‘search’”.
72

 

4- The Chameleon Identity 

 

According to the Online Urban Dictionary chameleon personality is a person 

who can adapt and fit in to any group or situation. In some ways, the chameleon resembles 

the other directed personality of David Riesman’s display tendencies toward ingratiation; 

both seek to win acceptance by reducing the visible differences between themselves and 

others
73

. As the case with the novel in our hands, the protagonist of this story fluctuation 

from one personality to another in a parallel with her diverse identities. Which make her 

change her name several times according to the place where she settles down. “...I shuttled 

between identities”
74

. Jasmine was convinced that she is required to change her identity to 

facilitate her adaptation within her new world. “There are no harmless, compassionate 

ways to remake ourselves. We murder who we were so we can rebirth ourselves in the 

images of dreams”.
75

 

 Jasmine was shuttling between identities and personalities which refer to the 

name that she holds. Actually these varied names are just roles she performed to adequate 

and acclimatize within her life. She did not choose any name; all these names were given 

to her by different persons in a different stage in her journey. Her birth name was “Jyoti” 

which was given to her by her grandmother after she got saved from the snipping. As a 

reference:”... I survived the sniping. My grandmother may have named me Jyoti, Light, but 

in surviving I was already Jane, a fighter and adapter”
76

. Jyoti is the rural girl who was 

born in a small Indian village of Hasnapur. When she was only seven years old an 
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astrologer told her that she will get widowed and lives in exile. But she was survived and 

did not take his prediction as a postulation
77

. 

Jyoti got married when she was fourteen, after the death of her father. She was 

not like the other girls in her age and that what made Prakash be in love with her and 

married her. “... I was special. I was a pretty lady with delicate taste, not a dowerless 

fourteen-year-old”
78

. The protagonist of this story admits that her husband remind her with 

her English teacher; the civilized intelligent man who refused the useless traditions. Her 

husband named her Jasmine in order to be a city woman “He wanted to break down the 

Jyoti I'd been in Hasnapur and make me a new kind of city woman. To break off the past, 

he gave me a new name: Jasmine. He said, "You are small and sweet and heady, my 

Jasmine"
79

. This new identity provided her with much confident that supported Jasmine to 

metamorphose of her new personality.
80

  

Jasmine was widowed at the age of seventeen. She traveled to the United Stated 

by herself, in order to fulfill the dream of her husband and to commit the Sati, the act of a 

Hindu widow in their religious ancient tradition. Unfortunately it was a traumatic 

experience for her. She was raped by the captain of the ship at her first day in America. 

Lillian Gordon helped Jasmine to settle down and make her appear like an American girl. 

She called her Jazzy. “…Within a week she said I'd lost my shy sidle...”
81

. This is the next 

identity of Jasmine. She started her new journey of transformation through the United 

States to Manhattan. Where she started her new life as Jazzy.“I began my journey, 

traveling light”.
82

 According to Chris Barker, “identity is an essence that can be signified 

through signs of taste, beliefs, attitudes and lifestyles”. Identity has personal and social 

dimensions which is the trend of globalization that was shaped by the dominant powers, 

creates a standard identity within which none of the differences are welcome”.
83
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The next step was in Manhattan, New York. Jazzy quickly got a job as a 

caregiver in an American family, the credit back to Lillian’s daughter. Jazzy truly enjoyed 

her new job as a caregiver and part-time at Columbia in the Mathematics Department, 

answering phones. The father of that family began to call her Jase, a name that she really 

likes. “...I liked the name he gave me: Jase. Jase was a woman who bought herself 

spangled heels and silk chartreuse pants”
84

. Jase seemed to be satisfied with her new 

personality and the woman that she developed to be. “For every Jasmine the reliable 

caregiver, there is a Jase the prowling adventurer”.
85

 Jasmine being as Jase provided her 

with much confident in herself for the reason that it is a huge step in the path of following 

her American dream. 

In Iowa, Bud was quite afraid of Jasmine that’s why he gave her a new name that 

is more American than Jase or Jasmine. She moved on from New York to Baden with Bud 

to become Jane Ripplemeyer the 24 years old woman. Where they adopt a 14 year old 

Vietnamese refugee.  Bud called her Jane which makes her less frightening to him and she 

does not need to think about her Indian roots anymore. She said: “BUD calls me Jane. Me 

Bud, you Jane. I didn't get it at first. He kids. Calamity Jane. Jane as in Jane Russell, not 

Jane as in Plain Jane. But Plain Jane is all I want to be. Plain Jane is a role, like any other. 

My genuine foreignness frightens him. I don’t hold that against him. It frightens me, 

too”
86

. In fact, Jasmine admitted that she has diverse identities now not like she used to be 

previously. “... Jyoti of Hasnapur was not Jasmine, Duffs day mummy and Taylor and 

Wylies an pair in Manhattan; that Jasmine isn't this Jane Ripplemeyer having lunch with 

Mary Webb at the University Club today...”
87

 

Jasmine’s borderline chameleon changes depended on her environment . She 

constantly struggles to fit in the American society. Her borderline be there as a fusion of 

different cultures and identities. This fluctuating identity was difficult for her to establish a 

firm sense of inner self.
88

 At the end of the novel, Jasmine dumped Bud and gets married 

with Taylor .it means is that she has no longer to bury herself via pretending like someone 
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else. Since Taylor knows all her true story. “I am not choosing between men. I am caught 

between the promise of America and old-world dutifulness”.
89

 All these names were given 

to her by others not from her own choice, which made her play different roles with 

different personalities towards to suit the name that she holds
90

.  

 

5- Conclusion 

 

To sum up, the story is about an Indian woman who immigrates to America. 

Thus, we have tried to focus on the protagonist’s journey through this novel and her 

intellectual and psychological progress. In this chapter we have dealt with alienation, 

beside the quest for self discovery and conflicts of identity. As well, we have discussed 

how Jasmine struggled to balance between the new world’s culture and her inherent 

Oriental tradition. Also, we have made an effort to examine the mindset of the protagonist 

according to Freud’s psychoanalysis. Besides, we have discussed the shuttling between 

names and identities in order to melt within the American society. 
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1- Introduction 
 

 

Within this chapter, Immigration’s Syllabus, we shall focus on the mode of 

characterization in Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine. The first section titled Bharati 

Mukherjee’s Fiction. We are going to highlight her literary works. Foremost, we shall get 

a synopsis about her livelihood through Biographical Sketch. That followed by a close up 

to her narratives and literary works in the next subtitle Mukherjee’s Creative Writings. 

In which we will focus on the narrative techniques and the mythical devices that she brings 

into play in order to express her ideas. Furthermore, we are going to draw attention to the 

literary features and the fictional characteristics that were employed within this novel in 

The Aesthetics of Jasmine. In the second section, Narrative Discourse of the Novel we 

are going to discuss how the author of this novel portrayed the journey of the protagonist 

as an immigrant woman in an alien land along with storyline and elements of the plot. In 

the section Universality of Jasmine, we shall give an understanding and perspectives for 

the cross border literature that makes Mukherjee’s Jasmine global case challenging the 

international borders issues. 

 

2- Bharati Mukherjee’s Fiction 

 

2.1- Biographical sketch 

I am an American, not an Asian-American. My rejection of 

hyphenation has been called race treachery, but it is really a 

demand that America deliver the promises of its dream to all its 

citizens equally
91

.  

 

 Bharati Mukherjee is an Asian American writer from Indian origins. She was 

born in Kolkata, India on July 27, 1940. Her father was the head of a pharmaceutical firm.  

After independence in 1947, her father was given a job in England. He went with his 

family to live there until 1951, which provided to Mukherjee an opportunity to develop and 

perfect her English language skills
92

. She attended schools in both Britain and Switzerland, 

and then returned to India to attend the Loretto School run by Irish nuns
93

.At this school 
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she learned how to speak and behave as an English with no chance for learning a thing 

about her origins, according to Mukherjee herself: “ I grew up in a British-centered 

universe in India’’
94

.  

 

In 1960, Bharati Mukherjee got married to Clark Blaise, a creative writer in 

Canada, she became a Canadian citizen. Her stay in Canada for seven years made her feel 

like an alien and rejected 'visible minority'. The racial discrimination meted out to the 

expatriates in Canada made her leave that country
95

. Mukherjee and her family moved to 

the United States in 1980. She gained her PhD from the University of Iowa in 1969. 

Bhararti Mukherjee taught English literature at various institutions throughout her life, 

including Berkeley professor McGill University, Columbia University and Queens 

College. She came to UC Berkeley in 1989, where she taught creative writing in the 

English department before retiring in 2013.
96

 

 

In 1988, Mukherjee won the National Book Critics Circle Award- for her 

collection The Middleman and Other Stories. Bharati Mukherjee passed away recently at 

the age of 76 years old in January 28, 2017, at New York University Hospital, according to 

her husband Clark Blaise. She had rheumatoid arthritis for the past few years, he said, and 

suffered from cardiomyopathy.
97

 Mukherjee’s father was supporting and encouraging her 

to be a writer. In an interview with Geoff Hancock she said:  

... He was a visionary and a great risk taker. Though he insisted on an 

almost anachronistically sheltered adolescence for us, he was able to 

send us three sisters abroad, out of his reach, for schooling. He wanted 

the best for his daughters. And to him the “best” meant intellectually 

fulfilling lives
98
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2.2- Mukherjee’s creative writings 

 
In the world of literature, Bharat Mukherjee was known with her immigrant 

themes and south Asian women resistance at the United States. That was reflected in her 

background of relocation as an immigrant. Her fiction clearly has been influenced by her 

own life experience in which most of her writings; novels, short story collections, memoir 

and non-fiction, their themes are about migration and immigrants who suffer from cultural 

shock and identity trauma. Mukherjee taught and studied Literature and became both a 

Professor and a writer. She avoided all literary expectations as she sought after liberating 

language from its common meanings, remove linear time from the narrative
99

.  

 

She had achieved a popular position within a comparatively short creative 

period. She has been recognized as a ‘voice’ of expatriate- immigrant sensibility
100

. She 

penetrated the Indian women belonging in her different characteristics and roles; a 

daughter, wife, beloved, grandmother and breadwinner of the family. However, she depicts 

the connection between the clashes of traditions through identity quest of her characters 

which causes by the dual cultural shock in a foreign society. Besides to the edifying 

identity that emerges out of necessity and nostalgia to the homeland.
101

 The combination 

cultures between the western and the Indian gives Bharati Mukherjee’s narratives an 

authenticity and objectivity that it is a mix of malice, charm, irony and sympathy. 
102

  

 

Bharati Mukherjee’s fiction gained significant recognition which made her a 

major figure in contemporary American literature. Her creative writings voiced her pride in 

her Indian heritage along with her celebration of embracing America.
103

  In order to draw 

attention to mukherjee’s style of writings and strategies to deliver her ideas, we will get a 

glimpse on the techniques and basic elements of her fictional writing. That it is famously 
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known with the non-linear time sequencing and a shifting sense of space, to constantly 

revive the relationship the reader and the text. She shows that sociohistoric issues 

influences Indian English literature. It turns out to be more involved with the global 

realities of migration and cultural hybridity
104

.  

 

Mukherjee brought newess to the language by consciously utilizing elements of 

the vernacular indian language. The use of indian myths and epics and experimentation in 

language using the technique of oral storytelling such as digression, repitition and circular 

structure. With her fictional writings, she was able to go beyond the immigrant’s sense of 

alienation and dislocation to trace psychological transformation especially among 

females.
105 Her first novel was written at the early 1960s but it was published in 1972  

under the title The Tiger's Daughter.
106

 Her third and fourth novels; Jasmine 1989 and The 

Holder of the World 1993, characterized how experiences construct the one's self and self-

awareness. Both "Indianness" and "Americanness" are presented as metaphors for 

comprehending the world.
107

 

 

Through her short stories; Darkness, 1985, which is a collection of twelve short 

stories that captured the chaos of the melting pot and the difficulties of Indian immigrants 

in adjusting to life in Canada and the United States
108

. Mukherjee’s legacy is contained 

from eight novels:  Wife 1975, Leave it to Me 1997, Desirable Daughter 2002, The Tree 

Bride 2004, and Miss New India 2011. As well, four Collections of short Stories: The 

Middleman and other stories 1988, A Father, The Management of Grief. Also she has non-

fiction works; The Sorrow and The Terror: The Haunting Legacy of the Air India Tragedy 

1987 with Clark Blaise
109

, Political Culture and Leadership in India 1991, and 

Regionalism in India Perspective 1992. As well a Memoir that it was titled Days and 

Nights in Calcutta 1977 with Clerk Blaise
110
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2.3- The Aesthetics of Jasmine 

 
Mukherjee was known for her writing techniques and her own individual ways 

of expressing her experiences and thoughts. She usually utilizes the non-leaner technique 

in her narratives. Her third novel Jasmine is not an exception. She tried to give the reader a 

clear picture of what the immigrants face in the alien land. The author of this novel 

overused the flashbacks and flash-forward shape within twenty-six relatively short untitled 

chapters. The protagonist, the twenty four years old woman in Baden, was retelling her 

story of childhood, in a form of memoir. The storyline was swapping from past to present 

time and from diverse settings of places.
111

 We quote: “Lifetimes ago, under a banyan tree 

in the village of Hasnapur [...] I was only seven then...”
112

 

 

The events are not on the chronological order and nonlinear. According to 

Chatman Jasmine’s discourse has not an anachronous normal sequence. Which breaks the 

story-flow to recall earlier events like (2 1 3 4) 
113

.The author within this novel is making a 

comparison between the Indian and American culture. She applied Indian myths using the 

oral narrative skills of such digression, repitition and circular structure. Bharati mukherjee 

sprinkles indian words all over the text such as spices in a multicultural writing.
114

 Jasmine 

said:” But Jyoti was now a sati-goddess; she had burned herself in a trash-can-funeral pyre 

behind a boarded-up motel in Florida”
115

. 

 

The meaning of these terms is hard to be comprehended or interpreted since it 

was written in Indian language by the reader and he has to browse the internet. Mukherjee 

used the first person point of view in this novel which gives the impression that we are 

reading Jasmine’s diary. She was recounting everything that happens to her. Although, the 

replicated “I” into the text does not refer to one self but to various selves of the 

protagonist; Jyoti, Jasmine, Jase, and Jane. They overlap with each other in a non-linear 
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form; the “I” of the present is continually interrupted by the “I” of the past and vice 

versa.
116

  

 

David Lodge stated that in literary works, names are never neutral and always 

have significance. The naming of characters is always an important part of creating them 

with appropriate connotations.
117

 It is noticeable that the author of this novel selected the 

names of characters; starting with the title of the novel. It is one of the other names of the 

protagonist. The name “Jasmine” refers to a climbing plant with fragrant flowers which is 

used for making perfumes. This novel dealt with the development of self awareness like 

the climbing plant. The protagonist’s birth name was “Jyoti” which means light, as it is 

reported in within the novel. As well her husband’s name “Prakash” is an metaphor for 

light. He gave her the name of Jasmine to be more enlightened and more civilized. Moving 

forward to the other name “Jane” which denotes the woman who has great ability to 

acclimatize with uncomfortable situations
118

. In accordance with the protagonist’s saying: 

“... in surviving I was already Jane, a fighter and adapter.”
119

  

 
3- Narrative discourse of the novel 

 

In a study of the eighth novel of Bharati Mukherjee, Jasmine, with special 

attention to her fictional elements and narrative strategy that were used, Mukherjee lays out 

this story as a memoir recounted by the protagonist herself. Except that there is a swapping 

between the stories and alternating advance in the storytelling from the past and the present 

time. Which puts the reader of this novel puzzled because the blurring among the personal 

story and the public history. At the beginning Jasmine’s journey seeks to fulfil the dream 

of her husband and commits sati
120

, but she decided to draw a better life for herself. Here 
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she started to experience a sense of fear, confusion, nostalgia, rootlessness and identity 

crisis. For the reason that she had immersed into a diverse culture
121

. 

 

Bharathi Mukherjee’s novels brilliantly portray the trauma of immigrant women 

psyche in all its natural colours. The novel is made up of twenty-six chapters. In the first 

chapter the protagonist started with a flashback telling the reader about her childhood story 

in Hasnapur, India at the age of seven years old. We indicate: “Lifetimes ago, under a 

banyan tree in the village of Hasnapur...”
122

. Moving on to the next chapter, the story 

switched to adulthood where Jasmine is living in Iowa, America at the current time. We 

quote:”... I'm twenty-four now, I live in Baden, Elsa County, Iowa, but every time I lift a 

glass of water to my lips, fleetingly I smell it. I know what I don't want to become”
123

. The 

story is a kind of a memoir or autobiography. It allows the reader to track her memory. On 

the other hand, there is a zigzag and distorting in time sequence of the events; from 

flashback to the recent time and vice versa in the other twenty four chapters
124

. 

 

In nonlinear shape, Mukherjee delivers the events of this novel out of its 

chronological order. Chapter after chapter we realize that Jasmine is getting much mature 

mentally and psychologically, due to her transitional period and adaptation. She seems to 

be more cultivated and she succeeded to acclimatize herself with a new culture and a tough 

personality. Eventhough, there is a diversity in culture, language, habits, and geographical 

place. As reported by Pushpa N.Parekh:  

The memory of Jasmine’s personal history and environment shapes and 

directs the reception of her present experiences and context and is often 

countered by the accruing of new memories of newer experiences. This 

double perspective of the shifts in time and space and their impact on the 

psyche of the immigrant woman can be explored through the tonal shifts 

with which the Jasmine- Jane protagonist concretizes her emotional an 

intellectual reality.
125
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4- Universality of Jasmine 
 

Literature adds to reality, it does not simply describe 

it. It enriches the necessary competencies that daily 

life requires and provides; and in this respect, it 

irrigates the deserts that our lives have already 

become.
126 

 
According to Oxford Online Dictionary, that defined universality as the quality 

of involving or being shared by all people or things in the world or in a particular group. 

Universality is associated to literature which can increase an objective scale that can be 

used to criticize the literary work in order to reveal nature of facts
127

. Mukherjee depicts 

through Jasmine immigrant’s life and the conflicts that face the immigrant at the 

psychological and the cultural level. Moreover, how the immigrant female identity is built 

through such multiple codes, components, language, myth, history, psychology gender and 

race. She portrays the cultural clash between the east and the west that encountered the 

immigrant on an alien land
128

. 

 

Since immigration is a global issue, its further consequences are unchangeable 

all over the world. It covers the dilemmas of identity crisis, alienation, isolation, racial 

hatred, rootlessness, transculturalism and metamorphosis of major victimized and nostalgia 

for home land. Mukherjee through Jasmine endeavoured to show human virtues, which are 

essential for universal peace, humanity and globalization
129

. Jasmine leaves the space for 

immigration and identity trauma to interplay within the foreign society. It depicts the 

struggles that face the refugee in the United States. The reader of this novel without any 

shred of doubt can realize the truth about what would life be like for immigrants. Also it 

reveals the cultural clash between Oriental and Western traditions in a universal way
130
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Bharati Mukherjee is viewed as a native informant capable of translating third 

world material about indigenous immigrant women into a discourse available to western 

society.
131

 It also documented the cultural alienation as being a global problem today. 

Mukherjee identifies the novel with an Indian character through exposing her engagements 

with globalization. As reported by Frederick Buell, who defined globalization in 1998; as a 

national recovery narrative that identified U.S. culture as something different: the attempt 

to recreate official national culture out of the very heterogeneity
132

 and heteroglossia
133

 

that were supposedly undoing it
134

.  

Furthermore, the huge difference between two ways of life results in a person 

getting depressed and frustrated. Especially for the ones that are pursuing the American 

dream, at the end of the twentieth century. Therefore, they try to create a new self through 

ostensibly killing an old identity. As a reference from the novel: “There are no harmless, 

compassionate ways to remake oneself. We murder who we were so we can rebirth 

ourselves in the images of dreams”
135

. Mukherjee’s Jasmine can be an example for the 

many stories of American women who are placed in the margins. These women do have an 

own identity they wish to express through literature. The protagonist of this story is 

transgressing cultural borders by crossing physical and mental boundaries.
136

  

Jasmine is a type of literature that can be located in a particular time, place and 

person and yet universal narratives can represent millions for all times, places and ages 

which makes a literary work valuable.
137

 Mukherjee did not specify the time through the 

novel or at which year it was happened. She used time indicator such like “in the morning 
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on a Monday”
138

, “next month”
139

, “in September”
140

  but never mentioned a specific year 

or exact time. Which make the reader of this novel feel with a unique relationship between 

the his/her personal life and the protagonist’s life with a way or another.   In an interview 

Bharati Mukherjee with Nicholas Basbanes, she announced that: “I maintain that I am an 

American writer of Indian origin, not because I'm ashamed of my past, not because I'm 

betraying or distorting my past, but because my whole adult life has been lived here, and I 

write about the people who are immigrants going through the process of making a home 

here”.
141

 

 

 

5- Conclusion 

 

To conclude all what we have mentioned previously; in this chapter we provided 

an overview about the American dreamer Bharati Mukherjee and creative writings. That 

she mostly dealt with the conflicts and struggles of immigrants; and Indians in particular.  

Mukherjee’s fiction depicts the problems of cultural shock and identity trauma that trail 

alienation and migration. Furthermore, we tried to draw attention to the narrative 

techniques and literary devices that she had used to generate her third novel; Jasmine that 

is loaded with time shifting in delivering the events.  In addition, we have attempted to 

highlight the global cultural emerging and multiculturalism between the oriental and 

occidental society. Besides to that, we have discussed the elements that takes this novel has 

a universal dimension. 
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General Conclusion 

 

Contemporary literature depicts the major issue that grows within the society; 

such migration. Immigration has a great influence on the psyche of the immigrants. They 

go through isolation, alienation and identity crisis. Contemporary narrative novelists 

provoke their fiction to portray their life experience. Asian American writers reveal their 

inherent cultures and the impact on the American intertwined in their creative writings. 

The American Dreamer Bharati Mukherjee’s fictional writings describe the multicultural 

diversities of the American identity. In her novel third Jasmine, she characterizes the 

struggles of the immigrant woman who undergo the cultural borders by crossing physical 

and mental boundaries besides the self-creation of identity.  

The current study attempted to conduct the identity trauma on immigrants. 

Through this study tried to discuss the conflicts that face the immigrant and affect his/her 

personality. On chapter one, we presented a Socio-Historical Background of this study, 

through giving a general definition of immigration and its related terminology. Also we 

examine the factors that lead Indians to migrate after the independence. In addition we 

attempt to figure out the strategy of Donald Trump to impede immigrants to enter the 

United States. As well, we tried to illustrate the controlling features that lead people to 

dislocate. In chapter two, we attempted to dig deeper into Mukherjee’s Jasmine.  

We dealt with alienation and self discovery all the way through the physical and 

mental journey of the protagonist. Also, how she acclimatized herself and identity to fit the 

American hybrid way of life. Who tried to escape from her Indian tradition and old world 

destiny via shuttling between identities and multiple names. Furthermore, we have 

analyzed the psyche and the mindset of the protagonist according to the Freudian 

Psychoanalysis. We focus on the id and ego on the light of protagonist’s search of self 

awareness. Besides, we have moved toward a definition of ‘The female bildungsroman’ in 

contemporary narratives and its characteristics. Jasmine the protagonist of this novel was 

required to change her identity over and over again to facilitate her adaptation according to 

her geographical reside.  
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In chapter three, we have attempted to analyze Mukherjee’s Jasmine. We have 

focused on narrative techniques that used by Bharati Mukherjee to produce this novel. 

Primary, we have taken a sketch on the Biography of Bharati Mukherjee and her fictional 

writings. Which reveal the conflicts and struggles of immigrants through the journey of 

self acknowledgement. Besides to that we have got a survey on her unique style in using 

the literary features and the fictional characteristics. Also how the author of this novel 

portrayed the journey of the protagonist as an immigrant woman in an alien land along 

with her playfulness with the storyline.  

Mukherjee employed the “I” narrative form along the novel. The story told in a 

manner of memoir; to give it more authenticity and more realistic. Mukherjee within 

Jasmine pursue to depict the problems of cultural shock and identity on the immigrant 

women, in particular the Indian one. She had used the Indian mythology in a crossroad 

with the contemporary life. Also, she highlighted the issue of global cultural emerging and 

multiculturalism between the oriental and occidental society. She underscores the cross 

border literature that makes Jasmine global case challenging the international borders 

issues. 

This study attempted to provide answers to the research questions which could 

be stated as follow: 

- We exposed that immigration highly affects immigrant’s identity throughout 

the Bharati Mukherjee’s protagonist. Jasmine was struggling to find out her 

inner-self. She dislocated from a place to another in the United States; 

California, Florida, New York than Iowa, in rank to fit in the American 

society. 

 

- Immigration and identity trauma were represented and portrayed through this 

novel within the Indian immigrant woman who called ‘Jasmine’. She went 

through multiple changes of identities and names. This led her to face 

identity crisis and struggles in order to melt in the American society.  

 

In due course of Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine, the protagonist was getting much mature 

mentally and psychologically, due to her transitional period and adaptation. 
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صـخـــل  ـمالـ  

 

تهنننننا  ارننننن  طر وةننننن  وعلوننننن  ذننننن    ننننن   اأ. ر جسنننننوا ار ا ننننن  ع كسننننن  دب مننننن   منننننت ارف اننننن    ا  اأ

اره ينننننن  ة رلسنننننن   رلفهنننننن    ار نننننن  تىننننننا  علنننننن  مسنننننن    م ضنننننن ر ارهجنننننن   وار نننننناام   د اسنننننن  

رلك ت ننننننن  ا م يكوننننننن  ذا  ا  ننننننن    ،(9191" )  سنننننننفوت"وذرنننننننل منننننننت رننننننن   ا سننننننن ا    ة وايننننننن  

  ت ننننننننن ت ار ننننننننن اع   و رك ت ننننننننن   ة ورننننننننن  ا  .، كا اسننننننننن  ة رننننننننن ارهلايننننننننن  ةهننننننننن  ات  مننننننننن ر   

ةننننننن  علننننننن  ار ننننننناوا ارل سننننننن  وار  ننننننن ذ    ض ارغ    ذننننننن  وارفهننننننن    ي ا ههننننننن ار نننننننا ة   ار ننننننن  

وتفنننننننن  ارا اسنننننننن  ة ت نننننننن ر ملهجننننننننوت . وكنننننننن ا ممننننننننكع اي  فنننننننن ي ارنننننننن   يانننننننن    ملنننننننن  ارفغ نننننننن ةوت

ارفنننننننلهي ار ننننننن  يخ  ومنننننننلهي ار ىلونننننننع ارل سننننننن  وذرنننننننل  را اسننننننن  ار ننننننن اع   ارل سنننننننو  :مخ ل نننننننوت

ةوننننننر تفىنننننن    ارا اسنننننن  ارنننننن  ب بنننننن  ذ نننننن     ار  ننننننع ا و  ع نننننن    عننننننت د اسنننننن  . رلفهنننننن   

ا    ننننننن د  و ارسو سننننننن  وكننننننن ا ا   فننننننن ع  رل وايننننننن  وارىننننننن اذ  ار ننننننن  تننننننناذ  ا ذننننننن اد  رلفجننننننن  

وار  ننننننع ار نننننن    تننننننا ار افنننننني ذنننننن  تىلوننننننع ار واينننننن  و   سننننننو  ارفهنننننن   يت طر  نننننن  رل  ينننننن  .رلهجنننننن  

و ار  نننننع ار  رنننننر ينننننا ي ا سنننننل ب ار واهننننن  رلك ت ننننن  ذننننن  سننننن د  ننننن   ار وايننننن  ار ننننن    عننننن  .ذ وينننننا

 . م  ع     عت سو   ذاتو 
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