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Ayl Gadla

Abstract:

Recently, social networking sites have become very popular with huge and increasing numbers of
users of different age groups and intellectual, social and cultural levels. Reliance on them in
obtaining information and news has become extremely important due to the contents of the topics
included in these sites, specifically Facebook, which is a news source, especially in situations. the

mysterious.

And in light of the circumstances the world is witnessing today as a result of the spread and
outbreak of the Corona pandemic, which led to the imposition of preventive mechanisms and
methods, especially the commitment to the quarantine, which resulted in reliance on the electronic
virtual world and the circulation and transmission of information without knowing its source or
evidence that proves its veracity or not, and the followers of these sites have become They fall
into the trap of the so—called rumor, which leads to the creation of a kind of doubt and fear in
differentiating between true news and popular information and ways to confirm or deny its

authenticity.

Therefore, this study entitled “Social Media and Rumor Promotion in the Time of Corona”
came to reveal the reasons that led to the rise of rumors on social media, especially in the time
of Corona. We asked the following main question: What is the role of Facebook in promoting
rumors in the time of Corona? Sub-questions fall within this question: What are the factors
behind the high rate of rumors in the time of Corona through Facebook? What are the approved
sources for spreading rumors on Facebook in the time of Corona? What are the methods of

dealing with rumors on Facebook?



Ayl Gadla

The study used the theory of uses and gratifications as a scientific framework in the light of
which the results can be interpreted within their natural context. Our study also followed the field
research method supported by an analytical tool in order to describe and treat the phenomenon,
which is the most appropriate for such studies. We also relied on the questionnaire as a tool for
data collection, which includes three axes. As for the study population, it consists of a group of
professors of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Kasdi Merbah
who use Facebook. The analytical study was carried out on a sample of 34 individuals, which

were selected intentionally.

The results of the study finally revealed that. _ The most important reasons for the rise of
rumors in the time of Corona on the Facebook site are the quarantine mechanisms that
necessitated the use of the virtual site Facebook as it is available to large segments of society
with its various contents, especially social ones, in order to search for information about the
nature of this epidemic, its source and ways to address it, which caused Spreading panic and
fear among members of society where false information has been circulated by unknown sources
seeking to achieve material or personal goals. Headed by Facebook, including strengthening legal
and regulator frameworks to prevent the spread of rumor, as well as an awareness-raising and
deterrent response to this social disease that causes chaos and confusion in a health condition in
which communication technology uses social networking sites for the purposes of destroying or

building society.

The key Words: social networking sites — promotion - common -

corona - facebook.
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