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Abstract

Charles Dickens, a great English writer after Shakespeare, is the most achieved
representative of the English critical realism literature of the 19th century. Dickens is
immortal, and his works vividly reproduce the social conditions of Victorian England.
By making an analysis of the historical settings, especially the concrete personage
images, and identifying thecritical realism in the novel, this thesis aims to reveal and

criticize the social issues in the early Victorian era in the middle of the 19th century.
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1.Background of the Study

The Victorian period of English Literature began with the accession of Queen Victoria
to the throne in 1837.In general, Victorian literature deals with the issues and problems
of the day which are the social, economic, religious, and intellectual issues and
problems surrounding the Industrial Revolution, growing class tensions, the early
feminist movement, pressures toward political and social reform. Some of the most
recognized authors of the Victorian era include Alfred Lord Tennyson, Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, her husband Robert, Mathew Arnold, Charles Dickens, Charlotte Bronte,

George Eliot, and Thomas Hardy.!

Since the Industrial Revolution in the second half of the 18th century, the class structure
in English society had undergone radical changes .The industrial capitalists began to
play a more important role and vied for political power with the old aristocracy. Due to
the support of the people, this struggle for power ended in the victory of the bourgeoisie

over the aristocracy.

With the development of capitalism, there arose a powerful working class. From the
thirties of the 19th century, the struggle between the workers and capitalists became the
fundamental contradiction in English social life. In this period of tense struggle

appeared a new literary trend critical realism.

Dickens was the main representative of realism literature of the 19th century.
Meanwhile, David Copperfield's destiny symbolized the middle-class intelligentsia
questing for development in the 19th century in British society. With detailed
description and a series of characters from all walks of life, his works are held in esteem
by literary critics and regular readers. David Copperfield is the eighth novel written by
British novelist Charles Dickens. From 1849to 1850years. The novel David Copperfield
was treated as an encyclopedia of the Victorian age of English, recording the daily life
of common people and all kinds of people s life with vivid and detailed description. and
this novel is often considered to be his finest novel as Dickens said himself that it was

his favorite of his own novels.

Britain was undergoing rapid changes during Charles Dickens life time therefore, he

is considered to be one of the greatest English novelists who combined his literary

Oxford Press 1983. Charles Dickens. David Copperfieldl



career with a variety of social interests, some critic argue that he sees the novel as an

important tool of social reform.

So, the choice of Charles Dickens is mainly based on our interest in his novel David
Copperfield which reflected a picture of people who differ in the social classes in
English society in the early nineteenth century when Industrial Revolution make change

in it.

David Copperfield's novel covers a slew of contemporary social issues ranging from
the suppression of women and the abuse of children, to the disciplined heart. Moreover,
there are many motives behind the choice of Victorian Literature, first because much of
the writings of the Victorian period were concerned with social problems of that time
such as the effect of Industrial Revolution, also, because of an intensive production of
literary works that this period witnessed, especially Novels that deal with social realities

during the Industrial Revolution.
2.0bjectives:
This study aims to:

-Know what are the social problems marked in Charles Dickens’s David Copperfield
3.Research Questions:

Through this dissertation, the following question is formulated :
-What social problems are depicted in Charles Dickens’s David Copperfield
4.Methodology :

For methodology, we will use the great novel David Copperfield by Charles Dickens
as primary source in data collection process, and other relevant sources as secondary
sources, we adopted Critical Realism approach. The procedures of data collecting are

stated below:
-Reading Charles Dickens's David Copperfield to understand the content of the novel.

-ldentifying and selecting the data in accordance with the social problems of David

Copperfield.



The procedure analysis consists of two activities, firstly is data gathering and secondly

is data analysis.
5.Hypotheses:

We set the following hypotheses so as to attempt at finding appropriate answer to the

question :
-David Copperfield would represent the social problems in Victorian society .

-Charles Dickens would represent Critical Realism in his novel .
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Chapter One Critical Realism

Introduction

David Copperfield is one of Charles Dickens' masterpieces. Charles Dickens, one of the
most famous representative critical realism writers. Therefore, we intend to expose in

this chapter the employment of critical realism in the novel.
1.The Origins of Critical Realism

The philosophical perspective now widely known as critica Irealism has gnined in
prominence over the last thirty years, during which it has made a transition from the
natural sciences into social theory, leading to applications in variousfields of social
science The core concepts of CR reflect a long tradition of realist philosophy, hutits
more recen tdevelopment can be traced to the work of two philosophers of science, Rom
Hauré and Roy Bhaskar. Harré's influential (1972) The philosophies of science and
Bhaskar's (1975) A realist philosophy of science, established what was termed a
transcendental enlist' view of the relationship between the nature of human knowledge
and that of objects of investigation in the natural sciences. In tus (1979) work. The
possibility of naturalism, Bhaskar extended these principles to the realm of the social
sciences. In doing so, here worked the term, 'naturalism’, referring to the claim that there
can be a unity of method between the natural and social sciences, into a critical
naturalism which acknowledges real differences in the nature of the objects
investigated. The core ideas of CR llowliom this combination of transcendental realism
and critical naturalism.

The underlying position is that social scientists are engaged in a similar project to
their counter parts in the natural sciences, but that researching social phenomena
requires a distinctive set of methodological toolsEmpirical researchers have attempted
to apply, adapl and refine CR's philosophical propositions in various fields, including
economic, geography (Sayer and Morgan 1986), economics (Lawson 1997, Fleetwood
1999); and organisation studies (Ackroyd and Fleetwood 2000, Fleetwood and Ackroyd
2004),leren  perspectives and emphases (Danemark et al. 2002. 1).
Underlying this varietyis a common concern with a central question in social science,
human agency and its relationship with social structure. This concern can be traced back
to the rise of CR, which was associated with the rejection of ‘structuralist’ grand
narratives, and corresponding efforts to recognise the role that knowledge and meaning
played among human actors. Interestingly, in relation to qualitalive research methods,
much of the growing interest in CR appears to have been stimulated by direct
experience in the field.
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1.1.The Rise of Critical Realism

In the western literature, critical realism is inheritance and development of the realism
tradition. It is especially formed a literary thinking and creative way in Europe in the
19th century. Critical realism literature insisted on portraying a true picture of life, and
is full of democratic and humanistic characters. Nevertheless, because of their class and
social position, novelists in that time failed to realize the necessity of changing the
bourgeois society. Some of them voiced their sounds and wanted to get rights and
protections in the economic and political, seeking for freedom and fair instead of being
oppressed by the capitalists. They preferred to evolution or reformism rather than
revolution. In a word, they did not appeal to use violence to tear down the old world and
right the social wrongs, failing to see a feasible way and lacking courage to innovate the

evil society.
1.2.Basic Introduction to Critical Realism Ideology

Critical realism ideological trend has made great achievements in Europe. The great
achievements of Europe critical realism uncover the human civilization in the 19th
century. There appeared a new literary trend and obtained the preliminary development
from the 1820s. Critical realism became the main trend of European literature from 30s
to 40s after romanticism. English critical realism of the 19th century flourished in the
forties and in the early fifties. In Britain, Charles Dickens and William Makepeace
Thackeray represent the interests of small and medium-sized bourgeois at that time to
expose and criticize sin and corruption of the capitalist social reality. Others are Bronte
sisters, Elizabeth Gaskell, George Eliot, and Thomas Hardy. The novelists exposed and
criticized the corrupted society mercilessly. They are generally known as critical

realists. The greatest English realist of the time was Charles Dickens.?

1.3.Characteristics of Critical Realism

The critical realism literature in nineteenth century, is a splendid page in the
bourgeois literary history and also an important heritage in the treasure trove of the

world literature. And the characteristics of critical realism are as follows:

Huang, X.2016. Charles Dickens’ Critical Realism2
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-Reflects the reality objectively, concretely and genuinely.
-Discloses and criticizes the reality strongly.

-Creates typical characters under the typical circumstances with humor and satire

tone.

Critical realism shows all aspects of social life and reveals the contradiction of reality
in considerable depth. In their works, we can see the collapse of the feudal society and
the rise of capitalism. We can also see oppressive serfdom and cruel capital
exploitation. They particularly expose and criticize the capitalist system, which is
widely involved in various fields. This causes the people’s suspicion and dissatisfaction

to the existing order, so it has great social significance.

In England, critical realists not only use much vividness and many artistic skills to
describe the representations of social and political events and criticize the capitalist
society, picturing the conflicts between individuals, but also reveal the main social

conflicts over and above the fate of mere individuals.
1.4.The Critical Realist Approach:

In critical realism, language is wunderstood as constructing our social
realities.However, these constructions are theorized as being constrained by the
possibilitiesand limitations inherent in the material world. Critical realism is
anepistemology that has challenged the reification of discourse as the primaryunit of
analysis within social constructionist psychology. For critical realists, material practices
are not reducible to discourse, or without meaning unlessinterpreted discursively; rather,
material practices are given an ontologicalstatus that is independent of, but in relation
with, discursive practices. Furthermore, material practices are understood as
accommodating, althoughnot determining, the discourses that arise within these material
conditions,because social conditions are understood as offering a range of possible
waysof-being which are then * appropriated by the individual (Willig, 1999).
Thus,critical realism combines constructionist and realist positions to argue thatwhile
meaning is made in interaction, non-discursive elements also impact onthat meaning.

For example, Bhaskar (1989) argued for an epistemologicalposition that combined both

Huang, X.2016. Charles Dickens’ Critical Realism.?
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the role of human agency in constituting thesocial world and an understanding that
people’s actions will be influenced bypersonal and societal mechanisms that are

independent of our thoughts .
1.5. A Satirical Portrayal of the Bourgeois Society

According to Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the real task of the bourgeois society is
to establish a world market and a production mode based on that market. It proves the
fact that the main conflict in bourgeois society is the unbalanced interest between the
upper class and the lower class. With the development of the Industrial Revolution,
social resource allocation is unbalanced. The rich becomes richer, while the poor
becomes poorer, widening the gap between classes, and causing a series of social

problems.
1.5.1.The Prejudice against the Poor due to the Caste System

Different characters in the novel represent different classes and show us the wide gulf
between the classes in Victorian England. Emily is quite aware of the difference
between her class and David’s when he first meets her. When they are at the seaside, he
notes that both of them are orphans, but she calls his attention to one important
difference: they have different status and lifestyles. Emily means that her parents
worked hard to maintain minimal standard of living, while David’s parents had some
inherited wealth. Even at such a young age, Emily understands how money can
radically affect one’s life. Later, when she hopes to become a lady by marrying
Steerforth, she is forced to realize how entrenched economically based prejudices can
be.

David is also aware of class divisions and is distressed when he faces the possibility
that he will never regain entry into the middle class. He is left broken-hearted he does
not associate with the other boys at the warehouse, thinking them beneath him, When
David’s fortunes change, he enjoys his status as a gentleman and is desperate to keep

people from knowing how poor he had once been.

David’s attitudes toward the lower class, however, are much different from the
Steerforth’s. A huge contrast developed between the higher and the lower social classes,

and this contrast becomes evident in the novel in the Steerforth family and the Peggotty
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family. James Steerforth belongs to a higher social class. His family is very wealthy and
he is described as “good as his word”and “very good-looking”. Peggotty’s family are
lower-class people, simple fishermen and workers. Dickens shows the clash of the

classes and reveals the unalterable reality.
1.5.2.The destructive effect of children’s education system

Salem House can be seen as a representative of many schools at that time.So the
following is common in educations at that time. When David arrived at school, he
described: "Scraps of old copy-books and exercises litter the dirty floor. There is a
strange un-wholesome smell upon the room, like mildewed corduroys, sweet apples
wanting air, and rotten books. There could not well be more ink splashed about it.” All
these reveal the bad conditions for students studying. Nobody cares the environment

and does some improvement for them .

Mr. Creakle, the principle and owner of Salem House, profits from this institution.
However, the teachers suffer from poverty and bad living conditions. All these is fact
and We can see from the describe of boots and clothes of Mr. Mell. Obviously, the
capitalist system infiltrated not only workhouses, but also the educational system. At the
same time, educational methods and teacher’s ethics was also criticized. Thus, David is
to wear a sign on his back that reads “Take care of him, he bites. ” This is a way to
educate him, however, he suffers from a great mental strain. These methods result in
psychological vulnerability and mental disorder instead of achieving the aim of
teaching. Dickens want to show us it destroys progress in the inner world of students .

Child’s education problem is not only the quality of labor force and a educational
problem, but also social problems. The level of moral and cultural is low,which is not
synchronized with the speed of economic and social development. At this time, it needs
to pay more attention to the disadvantaged groups, and provides possibilities for their

development. Otherwise, it will damage the sustainability of social development®.

Huang,X.2016 Critical Realism in David Copperfield*
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1.6.The influence of critical realism

Critical realism literature is the product of capitalist establishment, development, and
constantly consolidate period. It widely reflects people's social life at that time, the
existence of class relations, reveals the nature and the trend of the development of the
society at that time with great value and significance. Critical realism writer, by
applying the methods of the thesis and shaping the typical character in typical

environment, accurately reproduces the social life and people’s mental outlook.

Critical realism literary representative writers, representative and typical characters,
reflecting the extensive and profound social life are all unprecedented. It reveals the
capitalist society in the ruthless economic exploitation and political oppression, reflects
the deep misery suffered by working people, reveals the naked money relations between
people in the capitalist society. Critical realism shows the collapse of the feudal society
and historical process of the rise of capitalist, which has the very high historical value
and aesthetic value. °

Conclusion

Through this chapter, we have tried to focus on the details of critical realism in the
novel that expose and criticize profoundly the reality, which shows the strong
dissatisfaction and rebellion towards reality. From it, a conclusion can be drawn that
David Copperfield eulogized human nature kindness, beauty and truth and at the same

time criticized the imperfect state institution.

Huang, X.2016 Critical Realism in David Copperfield®
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Chapter Two The Victorian Society and Literature

Introduction

Victorian age was characterized by rapid change and developments in nineteenth
century from advance in medical , scientific , and technological knowledge to change in
population growth and location . This change contributes to the birth of many novelists ,
poets , playwrights and other writers who were the outstanding figures of English
literature. So , in this chapter we will speak about political and historical background of
the Victorian age and the major features of society that involve the Victorian novel and

its writers who were interested with social problems of that period.
2.Victorian Period

The term Victorian is often used to cover the whole of the nineteenth century.
2.1.Historical and Cultural overview

In order to understand the Victorian literature, we need to England of that time . The
Victorian era refers to the reign of Queen Victoria 1837-1901 ( Carter and McRae; 125),
Historically , the Victorian period is said to begin with the defeat of napoleon in 1815

or it dated from the passage of the first reform bill act 1832.

During the Victorian era England was moving steadily in the direction of becoming ,
Europe's most stable prosperous country , the industrial revolution , the railway station
and steam engines were being used in mines factories and ships , small town beginning
to swell into smoky canters to manufacturing industry and all this taking place under
government and legislature , that were still narrowly restricted to the privileged few ,
who were wealthy by birth or becoming wealthy commerce.

Despite the Industrial Revolution England was still an almost entirely agricultural
country , the English country side was part of every one's existence . the industrial
revolution however was just beginning to bring dirt and squalor , ugliness and crime
into the life of the poor , whom circumstances forced to live and work in the mill and

factories of new town. Laborers were being unfairly treated without readdress.

12
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Women workers also ill treatedunderpaid , while the children were often worked in
abominable condition beside this society in the country was still effectively feudal ,

small agricultural community had much authority except the local person .°

Although it was an era of achievement and progress , the Victorian age was also a
period of doubt , paradox and anxiety (Pollard viii). During this era , the middle class
became a rich and powerful force in the society whereas , people of the working class
were poor and lived in terrible circumstances and forced to work in bad conditions

(Carter and McRae). Within this contextBurgress Wilson asserts that:

"The Victorian age thus had a large number of problems to face
. In many ways , it was an age of progress of railway-building ,
steam ships reforms of all kinds but it was also an age of doubt
. There was too much poverty , too much injustice , too much
ugliness and too little certainty about faith or morals — thus it
became also an age of crusaders and reformers and
theorist"(80)

Despite of all its conflicts , contradictions , problems and the threat of social

breakdown , the Victorian period can be described as an age of reform.

In the other hand , the Victorian period also witnessed a deep religious thinking that
reflects in a wide range of attitudes helping the poor and fighting for reform ( Grellet;
106-107). This situation inspired several Victorian writers who attempted to depict a
real picture of their society (Cockshut; 49) . Through many of their works , these writers
revealed their commitment towards their social environment during the nineteenth

century .
2.2. Victorian Society

The first years of the reign were marked by social and political turmoil , largely in
response to the rapid changes that came with industrialization . In 1801 , most people
lived in villages or farms ; by 1851 more than half of the population was urban (
Mitchel; 2009) . This later is the effect of the Industrial Revolution which is one of the
principal changes in the Victorian age . It resulted in the material prosperity of many

people but it brought about new modes of behavior such as materialism , vulgarity and

http://www.novelguide.come/repotessay/literature/novels/social-criticism-literature®

13
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mammon worship , all of which had very bad effects on the values , principles and

morals of the Victorians.

Actually English society in the nineteenth century was still highly stratified although
some of the old class destination were binning to distort by the end of period .( Mitchel;
2009).

Victorian society can be split up into three classes ' upper , middle and lower class',

but Upper class , did not work income come from inherited land.

David Cody associated professor of English at Hardwick College describes the

Victorian class structure :

Early in the nineteenth century the labels , ( working classes and middle classes) were
already coming into common usage the old hereditary aristocracy , reinforced by the
new gentry who owed their success to commerce , industry , and the profession |,
involved into an upper class its consciousness formed in large part by the public school
and universities which tenaciously maintained control over the political system |,
depriving not only working classes but middle classes a voice in the political process .(

Social class, the Victorian web; 2002)

The changes in women's social role occurred as the important members , they had
opened up for professions which were not accessible before They assumed skilled jobs
in society as writers , journalists , nurses , and teachers (McDowell; 1989). Women
relocate their place in society in the political , economic and social aspects for restricted
their life.

In realm of Education in nineteenth century , England was not equal — not between
sexes , and not between the classes . However , it was not compulsory , either legally or
socially , for a gentleman to attend school at all . He could , just as easily , be taught
entirely at home . A lady's education was taken , almost entirely , at home. There were
boarding schools , but no University , and the studies were very different . She learned
French , drawing , dancing , music and the use of globes? . If the school, or the
governess , was interested in teaching any practical skills , she learned plain sewing as
well as embroidery , and accounts . Acton , like many of his contemporaries , was of the

opinion that women were by nature sexually uninterested . Acton claimed that :"The

14
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majority of women (happily for them ) are not very much troubled with sexual feelings of any
kind" .

(Acton , William; 1862; 101)

Victorian age is one of the most remarkable periods in the history of England it was
the age of influence , political influence , democratic reform among society , industrial
and mechanical progress , scientific advancement , social unrest , educational expansion

n empire building and religious uncertainty.

In England during the Victorian era social division of class were major part of
people's daily life , the Victorian view on class and social division in general are
described in great detail by Charles Dickens in many of his novels published during the

Victorian period .

Victorians are famous for their class consciousness and conservation , which make it

difficult for individuals to change their social.
1.3.Women Place in the Victorian Literature

Women were confined to the classes in which they were born during the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, unless their fathers or husbands moved up or down in the
social hierarchy. The strict rules for each social class defined women and determined
their lives. Women in the upper classes had the leisure to become educated; however,
like their counterparts in the lower classes, upper-class women were not expected to
think for themselves and were not often listened to when they did. Urges for
independence and self-determination were suppressed in women from all classes. The
strict social morality of the period demanded that middle-class women and those in
classes above exhibit the standards of polite femininity, culminating in the ideals of

marriage and motherhood.

In this novel, from David's perspective, readers can have an eye about women's place
at that time. Women came into David Copperfields life can be classified into several
types. One of them is Dora Spenlow, David's first wife. She was a charming and
versatile girl with the talent of playing guitar and singing songs, showing an obvious
non-conformity with the Victorian demands to a woman. However, born in a rich
family, Dora never suffered from any frustration or difficulty, she was childish and

innocent. Maybe she was a charming lover but not a considerate housewife at that time

15
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Another is Anges, “the angle in the house”, with Victorian woman's virtues. David had

a deep impression on her.

Comparing to Dora, Anges worked efficiently at home and always kept a distant and
reasonable view over various things and gave David a lot of help, advice, comfort and
encouragement when he was down. Dora was a charming woman but died young, while
Anges was the one who always companied David. The end of these two kinds of
women reflected Charles Dickens' values that Anges was more popular than the image

of Dora. And it reflected the women's place in Victorian Age.

Also, one of the female character, however, operate within the confines of the middle
class. Miss Trotwood’s quick mind and independent spirit was tolerated because she
was considered eccentric and a widow.David Copperfield both reinforced and

challenged the period’s attitudes toward women.

2.4.The effects of Industrial Revolution on the English Society

During the late eighteen and early nineteenth centuries another revolution and
industrial one was transforming the economic and social structure of Europe, although
in class dramatic and rapid fashion than French revolution Industrial Revolution at its
core occurs when society shifts from using tool to make products to using new sources
of energy. It's shift from the home to the factory , from the country to the city , from
human or animal power to engines power , but the social and economic changes were so
far reaching over generations that looking back. It becomes clear that they were nothing
short of revolutionary Industrial Revolution increased tremendously , bringing wealth

and power to great Britain throughout nineteenth century.

Since the Industrial Revolution was so new at the end of the eighteenth century there
were initially laws to regulate new industries , so during the first phase of the Industrial
Revolution , between 1790/1850 , British society became the first example of what
happens in country when free market capitalism has no constrain , As Garfield describe

it : Industrial Revolution came with intense social unrest .
(Garfield Newman , 1990;102)
Scientist Richard Trevithick and American inventor Oliver Evans devised successful

engines using high-pressure steam . This invention beside the development of other

16
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machinery introduced the Industrial Revolution which creating profound changes in the

British society and in the personality of the English nation .

Therefore, the Victorian era of Great Britain is considered the height of British
Industrial Revolution and the top of the British Empire. Furthermore, England was the
first country to move from an agricultural economy to one based on manufacturing
(John and Martin, 2002). It changed the whole civil society; one, the historical

importance of which is only now beginning to be recognized (Hudson,1992).

Moreover, the Victorian period saw an intensive production of literary works |,
especially novels dealing with social realities during the Industrial Revolution (Cuddon,
1998). It saw many effects of industrialization which are on society , on the daily living

and the working conditions of common people
2.5.Victorian Literature During the nineteenth century

Literature is human creativity dealing with the writer emotional feeling and
imagination in expressing the life experience. In this context, literature is the mirror of
society view and problems. Furthermore, Literature has been traditionally divided into

various kinds according to certain criteria of writing such as fiction , poetry and drama.

Moreover, the Victorian literature speaks for an age which witnessed greater changes

than any that has gone before in all the conditions of life.

The Victorian writers attempt to express the spirit of the age with all the resources of
imagination , feeling and thought revealing the effect it had upon them (Pollard ix).
Moreover, they tried to show their readers that there were many problems behind that
beautiful picture of the Victorian society (Carter and McRae; 126).

During the middle years of the reign of Queen Victoria, the novel finally came of age
as literary genre in English, with the almost simultaneous emergence of writers who
subsequently achieved global significance as Creative artists, and who exerted an
enormous influence on the literary Consciousness and on English as literary language.
During this time the novel become the most popular literary form of representation and
it was the novelist rather than the poet who become the literary representative of the age
. The writers established the novel as a major forum for social discussion and as a major

vehicle for the creative literary imagination.

17
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The outstanding novelists were Dickens, Thackeray, George Eliot and Trollope. In the
same context, the Victorian poetry also was present and its main themes were
loneliness, melancholy , suffering and social change. The famous poets were Tennyson

,Marew Arnold and Robert Browing.

The novelists of this age identified themselves with their age and shared a special

climate of ideas , feelings and assumption.
2.5.1.The Victorian Novel

The term novel usually used to mean a piece of writing; it was simply seen as
narrative form thus, a work of fiction which deals with the issues of everyday life
(James; 2). It takes its origin from the Italian word novella which denoted a short tale in

prose.

In the Victorian period the novel became the most fundamental literary form of
representation in making connection with some of the interests of the age rather than
poetry (Kilingopulos; 108), this is because of the successful novels of Sir Walter Scott

who created a fashion for the series novels and the rise of reading public.

The novel in that period showed a great variety , it can be classified into different
kinds such as the historical novel, gothic novel and the social novel. Furthermore,
novels of sensation or detective stories became popular in the Victorian times (Carter
and McRae; 133).

On the other hand, there were other identified subclasses of the novel which are based
on the differences in subject matters like the Bildungsroman novel. This kind f novel
denotes a "novel formation™ or "novel of education”. The subject of these novels is the
development of the protagonist's mind and character, in the passage from childhood
through varied experiences and often through a spiritual crisis- into maturity, which

usually involves recognition of one's identity and role in the world (Abrams; 193).

The 19th century saw the novel become the leading form of literature in England and
it became major material which touches by Victorian society form literary work. And
the novel had become the art form most capable of reflecting the increasing complexity
of the modern world, in addition to what it was the main source of entertainment for
educated middle class, also became a work of fiction that deals with the issues of

everyday life.

18



Chapter Two The Victorian Society and Literature

The Victorian novel seemed to be directly related to issued and concerns of the people
in society (Ruggier;i 4). Therefore the appearance of new social , economic and political
condition helped in shaping the course of the novel, because in a period of disruptive
change, the novel was assuming a central role in contemporary debate (James; 15).
Under such circumstances and in order to create realistic views of nineteenth century
living condition, the Victorian novelists were expected to depict life with fidelity and to
be careful not to waste a single moment in paying ‘“particular attention to exact
documentation, and to getting the facts right" (Cuddon; 729-731). Hence , Realism was
a central concern in the Victorian novel, and it reflected unrecedented interest in the

scientific nature of the material world (James; 29).

Shortly, The Victorian novel helped people to exercise the moral sympathies and
strengthen the feeling of human solidarity at a time of disruptive social change
(Kilingopulos; 69). Thus it seemed clear that like a Elizabetandrama , the novel in the
Victorian period served a popular need for influences which make a clear description of

the harsh condition of Victorian life . Within this contextKlingopulos stated that:

The task of the Victorian novelists was very limited and (...).
The social conditions at that time obliged them to adopt a
pragmatic approach (...) There was an obvious demand for
their work... there were tasks to be done, causes to be
championed (...). The age demanded reassuring patriarchs and
matriarchs, and writers vied with preachers and steamen in

providing this reassurance (68).

Social novel or the social problem novel is work of fiction in which a prevailing
problem as gender , race, or class, more specific example of social problems that are
addressed in such works, include poverty, condition in the factories and mines, the

troubles of child labor , violence against women and rising criminality.

It is roughly estimated to write social novel that is why the Victorian period can be
considered the Golden age of novel, also one of the most significant literary changes in

the nineteenth century is the rise of novel.

The Victorian Social Novel can roughly be divided into three different stages: the
Early Victorian Social Novel (1830-1850); the industrial system was to blame for the
bad living conditions of the workers. The authors at that time drew less attention to the

details of the world of work and its machines, but rather preferred the depiction of

19



Chapter Two The Victorian Society and Literature

physically and mentally injured people, because of their work. The main feature of the
Middle Victorian Social Novel (1850-1880) was no longer the attempt to present
solutions to current social problems, but rather the reflection of the "Golden Age Of
British Capitalism”, and the power of the system and its institutions was made
responsible for many social misstandings and not only common people, but also
successful businessmen were considered to be its victims. However, people like
Dickens ex