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Abstract

The military institution is characterized by carful structure and organization, and so is the case
with the Algerian People's National Army. The research in hand touches the Algerian military
ranks in the context of a comparative study between them and the ranks of the United States of
America and the British armies as well as an analytical study. This study aims to identify the
areas of difficulty when translating these terms from Arabic as a source language into English
as a target language, as well as to highlight the importance of translation to determine the
equivalence of ranks between the two armies. Due to the sensitivity of the subject and the
scarcity of resources, especially in Arabic, the research relied on conducting personal interviews
with military personnel belonging to the Algerian Ministry of Defense and electronic
conversations provided by the British Ministry of Defense on its website. In the conclusion, the
research suggests rewards for all Algerian military ranks that are linguistically equivalent in
terms of importance and hierarchy in the class to which they belong.

Keywords: Army, Ranks, Translation, The equivalence, Comparison, Analysis.

Résumé

L'institution militaire se caractérise par une structure trés bien organisée, tout comme I'Armée
Nationale Populaire Algérienne. Cette étude porte sur la classification des rangs militaires
algériens comparativement aux rangs des Etats-Unis d'Amérique et britanniques ainsi que d'une
étude analytique de cette comparaison. Cette étude vise a identifier les sources de difficulté lors
de la traduction des termes spécifiques au domaine militaire, de I'arabe comme langue source
vers I'anglais comme langue cible. Cette étude va aussi a souligner I'importance de la traduction
pour déterminer I'équivalence des grades entre les deux armées. En raison de la sensibilité du
sujet et de la rareté des ressources, notamment en arabe, la recherche s'est appuyée sur des
entretiens personnels avec des militaires appartenant au ministére algérien de la défense et des
conversations électroniques fournies par le ministére britannique de la défense sur son site
Internet. En conclusion, la recherche suggere des synonymes equivoques en anglais de tous les
grades militaires algériens qui sont linguistiguement équivalents en termes d'importance et de
hiérarchie dans la classe a laquelle ils appartiennent.

Mots clés: Armeée, Grades, Traduction, 1’équivalence, Comparaison, Analyse.
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private first

class airman first class lance corporal Seaman Seaman
corpprgl senior airman / / /
specialist
noncommissioned officers
sergeant staff sergeant Corporal petty officer third petty officer third
class class
staff sergeant | technical sergeant Sergeant petty officer second | - petty officer second
class class
sergeant first master sergeant staff sergeant petty office r first petty officer first
class class class
master . . . . .
sergeant first sergeant gunnery sergeant | chief petty officer chief petty officer

first sergeant

senior master
sergeant

master sergeant

senior chief petty
officer

senior chief petty
officer

sergeant major

first sergeant

first sergeant

master chief petty
officer

master chief petty
officer

command
sergeant major

chief master
sergeant

master gunnery
sergeant

fleet / command
master chief petty
officer

fleet / command
master chief petty
officer

sergeant major

first sergeant

sergeant major

master chief petty

master chief petty
officer of the coast

of the army officer of the navy
guard
. sergeant major
/ command chief of the marine / /
master sergeant
corps
chief master
/ sergeant of the air / / /

force
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army air force marine corps Navy coast guard
2" lieutenant 2" lieutenant 2" ljeutenant Ensign Ensign

1t lieutenant

1t lieutenant

1t lieutenant

lieutenant, junior

lieutenant, junior grade

grade
captain Captain Captain Lieutenant Lieutenant
major Major Major lieutenant lieutenant commander
commander
lieutenant colonel I'ggltgzzrt lieutenant colonel Commander Commander
colonel Colonel Colonel Captain Captain
brigadier general brigadier brigadier general rear admiral fower rear admiral lower half
general half

major general

major general

major general

rear admiral upper

rear admiral upper half

half
. lieutenant . . . . .
lieutenant general general lieutenant general vice admiral vice admiral
general General General Admiral Admiral
general of the army general of the air / fleet admiral fleet admiral

force
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Commissioned Officers fill the RAF’s equivalent to management and supervisory roles all the

way up to Senior Leadership.

Non-Commissioned Aircrew fly in the aircraft with Commissioned Aircrew.

Airmen and Airwomen have the specialist skills for both technical and non-technical roles
and make up the majority of RAF personnel. Non-Commissioned Officers also fill management
and supervisory roles. (https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/overview)
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Officer Cadet

This is the rank held during initial officer training at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst or
in the University Officers' Training Corps.

Second Lieutenant

This is the rank held on commissioning from the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.
= Itis normally held for 1 to 2 years.

= During their time as a Second Lieutenant, Officers complete special to arms training
relevant to their Corps.

= After training is complete, they are responsible for leading up to 30 soldiers in a platoon or
troop, both in training and on operations.
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Lieutenant

= The rank of Lieutenant is typically held for 2 to 3 years.

= They normally command a platoon or troop of around 30 soldiers, with increased
responsibilities from being a Second Lieutenant.

= They also have the opportunity to gain specialized skills outside their unit.
Captain
= The rank of Captain is typically held for 5 - 10 years.
= Captains are normally made second-in-command of a sub-unit of up to 120 soldiers.

= They are key players in the planning and decision-making process, with tactical
responsibility for operations on the ground as well as equipment maintenance, logistic
support and personnel.

Major

= Typically a Major will be given command of a sub-unit of up to 120 officers and soldiers
with responsibility for their training, welfare and administration both in camp and op
operations, as well as the management of their equipment.

Lieutenant Colonel

= Lieutenant Colonels typically command units of up to 650 soldiers, containing four or five
sub-units - known as the commanding.

Officer

= They are responsible for the overall operational effectiveness of their unit in terms of
military capability, welfare and general discipline.

= Commanding Officer is typically a two-year appointment.

Colonel

= Colonels are not usually field commanders (except in the Royal Army Medical Corps).
= Typically they serve as staff officers between field commands at battalion/brigade level.
= Itis the lowest of the staff ranks and they are the principal advisors to senior officers.
Brigadier (aka 1 star)

= Brigadier is not considered to be a General officer rank by the British Army but rather a
Field officer rank.

= Brigadiers can command a brigade or be a director of operational capability groups such
as a director of staff.
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Major General (aka 2 star)

= Major Generals command formations of division size and the Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst, and hold senior staff appointments in the Ministry of Defense and other
headquarters.

Lieutenant General (aka 3 star)

= Lieutenant Generals command formations of Corps size and other commands in the UK
and overseas.

= They also hold very senior staff appointments in the Ministry of Defense and other
headquarters.

General (aka 4 star)

= Generals hold the most senior appointments - such as Chief of Defense Staff, Vice Chief
of Defense Staff, Chief of the general Staff, Deputy Supreme Allied Commander Europe,
and Commander in Chief Land Forces.

Field Marshal
= The highest rank in the British Army since 1736.

= The rank of Field Marshal has become an honorary rank, with the last active officer to be
promoted to the rank was in 1994.

Private

= On completion of Basic Training, all new soldiers start as Privates although the title may
be Trooper, Gunner, Signaller, Sapper, Guardsman, Rifleman or even Kingsman depending
on the Corps of Regiment in which they are serving.

Lance Corporal

= Promotion to Lance Corporal may follow after Initial Trade Training, or after about 4 years
as a Private.

= Lance Corporals are required to supervise a small team of up to four soldiers called a
section.

= They also have opportunities to specialize and undertake specialist military training.
Corporal

= After 6 to 8 years, and depending on ability to lead, promotion to Corporal typically
follows.

= Inthis rank, additional trade and instructor qualifications can be gained.

= Corporals are given command of more soldiers and equipment - such as tanks and guns.
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Sergeant

= Sergeant is a senior role of responsibility, promotion to which typically takes place after
12 years of service, depending on ability.

= Sergeants typically are second in command of a troop or platoon of up to 35 soldiers, with
the important responsibility for advising and assisting junior officers.

Staff Sergeant
= After a few years as a Sergeant promotion to either Staff or Colour Sergeant may follow.

= This is a senior role combining man and resource management of around 120 soldiers, or
even command of a platoon or troop.

Warrant Officer Class 2

= This is a senior management role focussing on the training, welfare and discipline of a
company, squadron or battery of up to 120 soldiers.

=  WO2s act as the senior advisors to the Major in command of the sub-unit and may also be
selected for a commission as an Officer.

Warrant Officer Class 1

= The most senior soldier rank in the British Army, typically reached after 18 years of
outstanding service. WOL1 are the senior advisors of their unit's Commanding Officer, with
leadership, discipline and welfare responsibilities of up to 650 officers and soldiers and
equipment.
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ROYAL NAVY

RAF

BRITISH ARMY

Marshal of the

Admiral of the Fleet Royal Air Force Field-Marshal
Admiral Air Chief Marshal General
Vice-Admiral Air Marshal Lieutenant-General
Rear-Admiral Air Vice Marshal Major-General
Commodore Air Commodore Brigadier
Captain Group Captain Colonel
Commander Wing Commander | Lieutenant-Colonel
éé?ﬁ:ﬁgﬁggr Squadron Leader Major
Lieutenant Flight Lieutenant Captain
Sub-Lieutenant Flying Officer Lieutenant
Midshipman Pilot Officer 2nd Lieutenant
Warrant Officer 1 Warrant Officer Warrant Officer 1
Warrant Officer 2 N/A Warrant Officer 2
Chief Petty Officer Flight Sergeant Staff Sergeant
Petty Officer Sergeant Sergeant
Leading Hand Corporal Corporal

N/A Senior Aircraftman Lance-Corporal
Able Rate / Marine Aircraftman N/A
Able Rate (2) Aircraftman Private
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