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Summary:
Background: Schizophrenia is the largest representative of psychotic disorders, which
express the disturbance of the mental functioning of the individual. The prevalence (17%) is
almost the same in all societies. Dissociative delirium poses a challenge for psychiatrists
and clinical practitioners. Few Arabic studies dealt with this discourse influenced by culture
and upbringing, especially the religious content and its implications for diagnosis and
treatment.
Objective: This study attempts to explore religious themes and their significance in
dissociative discourse
Method: The number of participants reached four cases, their ages ranged from 26 years to
50 years. In our study, we adopted the case study approach, based on the interview as a
tool, because it was not possible to apply auxiliary measures and tools.
Results: The religious themes of the schizophrenic are influnced by environmental
upbringing and culture, which are two important factors affecting the religious themes in the
discourse of the schizophrenic.

Keywords: schizophrenia, discourse, delirium, religious themes.
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Table 1: Contd...

Variable

Does the patient give a religious explanation for not using the substance
Nicotine abuse/dependence
Currently present
Present i past, currently abstaining
Does the patient give a religious explanation for using the substance
Does the patient give a religious explanation for not using the substance
Magico-religious faith healer treatment works in mental illness?
Following the advice of a religious guru works in patients suffering from mental illness?
Going 1o a religious place led to some reliefl in your symptoms?
Does homeopathic treatment work for mental illnesses”
Do vou think God helps you in dealing with your illness?
Not at all
Not much
Somewhat
Very much
Does participating in religious community activities help you in dealing with your illness”
Not at all
Not much
Somewhat
Very much
Type of advice received from religious places
Taking some ash powder (Bibhun etc )
Tied a thread around vour body
Tied a Tabeez
Offering certain types of pujas
Performing certain ntuals
Following certain exercises
Following at least one of this religious advice
Do you think that your doctor asks you sufficient questions to understand your religiosity, religious practices, and spirituality
Not at all
Not much
Somewhat
Verv much
Religious beliefs influence opinion to take prescribed medications (yes)
Ever stop medications because of your religious beliefs? (yes)
Did the patient ever experience a relapse of symptoms due to stoppage of medications due to religious reasons (ves)

A

[ - |




Table 2: Lifetime psychopathology with religion and supernalural explanations

Presentina  Presenl  Does/did the patient give a Does/did the palient give a

most recent in religious explanation for the  supernatural explanation for the
episode liletime  symploms (currently/lifetime) ~ symptoms (currently/lifetime)

Delusion of persecution i 93 37 67
Delusion of reference k¥ Q2 56 6l
Delusion of grandiosity [ M 28 15
Somatic delusion 12 41 23 30
Delusion of control 14 43 22 33
Delusion of sin i b 22 20
Delusion of guilt 3 2 20 I8
Thought broadeast B 37 15 26
Thought insertion . 2 10 )
Thought block ki 17 6 [2
Somatic passivity 3 18 ] [4
Delusional perception 0 7 4 5
Made act 2 17 6 14
Made volinon 2 7 3 6
Made impulse 1 10 3 [0
Any other delusion if present give detals 10 Eli] 27 8
Capgras, fregoli, bizarre

Auditory hallucinations of discussing the type 23 83 32 ol
Auditory hallucinations of commenting ty pe 21 81 50 36
Auditory hallucinations of commanding type 13 69 46 48
Thoughts being heard aloud 3 7 5 1
Visual hallucinanons 3 oL 10 13
Tactle hallucinations 2 17 9 G
Any other hallucination if present 3 17 10 9

Table 3: Etiology for the illness as reported by the patients

Variable Frequency
Sorcery /witcheraft (JaaduTona) 49
Ghosts (BhootPrer) 47
Spirit intrusion (OpariKasar) 43
Divine wrath (Devi DeviaProkop) i3
Planetary mfluences (GrahNahkshaira) 3l
Horoscope 47
Evil spirits ( Buridima) 43
Bad deeds in a previous life (Karma) 49
Punishment by God 30
God's will 35
Breaching the taboos of God 2
Chemical imbalance 32
Stress (household matters, job stress) 40
Any other, then specify’ Food. water, medication, alcohol, 5
substance, etc

Number of patients reporting at least one etiology from one of 91

the above categories

Number of patients reporting two of more etiology factors 19
Mean number of euologies (range) S86(4.3), 014
Number of patients reporting at least one religious or 81
supernatural enological cause

Number of patients reporting mare than one religious or L]
supernatural etological cause

Mean number of religious or supematural etiological 5094.1), 011
cause (range)
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Table 4: Treatment practices (current and during most recent refapse) along with treatment from the fertiary care center

Variable Frequency/percentage
First treatment contact  Most recen! relapse  Current additional lreatment praclices

Psvehiatrist % B! i
Physictan 1 b 2
Local regsstered medical practiioner 2 2 10
Homeopathy 0 0 0
Ayursedic doctor 2 | )
Religious/supernatural treatments

Priest b il 0

Visited a temple/gurudwara/church/mas)id | G 6

Religious Guru b 63 bl

Peer/fakir/sayana § 1 37

A person who performed magicoreligious ntuals 3 16 19

Following at least one of the religious 6l 8 15

supernatusal treatment

*For the current treament practices, the figure refleets visitto another psvehiatrist




