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Abstract:

This study aims at identifying a type of Sufi discourse, which is the Sufi prose that ranges
between large disciplines including language, philosophy and art. This, in turn, gave this
kind of discourse an epistemic feature which is characterized by pluralism and diversity.
This particular type of discourse is manifested through many important cognitive issues,
notably: the issue of love, the issue of knowledge, the issue of perfection, the issue of
imagination and the issue of controversy. The Sufi discourse deals with all these issues in all
its various forms.

This study was applied to the 78 positions of the Sufi Sheikh "Abu Abdullah Muhammad
bin Abdullah Al-Nafari", which were arranged and composed by his grandson, "Muhammad
bin Abdul-Jabbar Al-Nafari". The book was later attributed to him, and was published in
1935 by the Orientalist "Arthur John Arbery".

The framework of this study comprises two chapters, one of which is theoretical and is
devoted to the structure of the Sufi discourse and to the life of Al-Nafari, while the practical
one is devoted to the study of the issues mentioned in his book Al-Mawagqit (in English: The
positions).

Keywords: discourse, prose, Al-Nafri, issues, knowledge, positions..
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