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Summary:

An Epistemological Interpretation of Al-Faraby's Civil Role of
Music

Al-Faraby's philosophy centers on the pursuit of happiness, which, from a
civil perspective, aims to elevate urban residents to a state of perfection devoid of
material and worldly deficiencies in all aspects of human endeavors, particularly in
practical industries. He regards music as one of the arts that is most closely aligned
with this objective, as it possesses the capacity to inspire the soul towards the
virtues essential for constructing a virtuous society. This is due to its inherent nature
in humans, which involves the abstraction and elevation of the soul from materiality
through the formation of perceptions and meanings that emulate the flawless and
divine beauty. Hence, his musical theory encompasses a civil aspect that elucidates
the functions of music in the civil sector and cautions against the repugnant musical
deviations in morally upright cultures. The objective of this work is to offer a
meticulous and analytical interpretation of this civic musical philosophy.

Keywords: Al-Faraby, the role of art, music, civil philosophy.
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