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Transformations of the Palm Tree
in(Gaza Hanging on the Walls of Jerusalem)
by Khaled Abu Khaled

Abstract:

This research presents the semantic meanings that poet Khaled Abu Khaled attached to the
Arabian palm tree in his poem "Gaza Hanging on the Walls of Jerusalem.” The poem's title had a powerful
impact on the recipient, given the word's Arab heritage, which extends back to pre-Islamic times.

He gave this title a contemporary dimension by transferring the hanging pendant from the
curtains of the Kaaba to the walls of occupied Jerusalem, while preserving the symbol most deeply rooted
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in the Arab conscience: the palm tree, which carries many meanings, the most important of which are
steadfastness and the continuation of life.

The word "palm tree," which is embedded in the poem’s arteries, forms the focal point of the
poem's meaning and the catalyst for generating a multitude of connotations. It becomes the primary key
to reading the text, highlighting its connotations and signals and, through them, unleashing a broad
suggestive energy that engages the recipient in the creative process through the hidden meanings and
connotations hidden behind the words.

Keywords: palm tree, Gaza, steadfastness, homeland, martyr.
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