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Abstract

This study aims to highlight the importance of crowdfunding as an alternative mechanism to support startup
enterprises, especially in light of the financial challenges they face during their early stages. The research focuses
on the case of the “Oculus Rift” project, which was funded through the Kickstarter platform. The project
succeeded in raising substantial public funding, which enabled its further development and eventual acquisition
by Facebook. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on a case study of a single project
that was actually implemented on the Kickstarter platform. It was based on secondary data available on the
platform, as well as relevant media reports and documentation. The study sample consisted of the Oculus Rift
project, as a practical example that illustrates various aspects of crowdfunding in real-world practice. The
research explores the basic concepts of crowdfunding and its four main types (donation-based, reward-based,
equity-based, and debt-based), in addition to the roles of the different stakeholders involved in the process.

The Oculus Rift campaign was analyzed in terms of financial planning, goal setting, and promotional
strategy.

The results showed that crowdfunding is not merely a source of financing, but also serves as a powerful
marketing tool that helps in testing the viability of projects, attracting interest, and building a loyal supporter
base. However, this financing model still faces legal and regulatory challenges that need to be addressed to
ensure its long-term sustainability.

Keywords: Crowdfunding, Startup, Strategic planning, Digital platform.
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