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Abstract:

This research paper explores the role of Sufi orders in southern Algeria and their civilizational
impact in Sub-Saharan Africa. These orders found fertile ground for their religious, ethical, and
educational activities, eventually establishing local branches and gaining widespread acceptance both
regionally and across Sub-Saharan Africa. Through merchants, preachers, travelers, and migrants, they
spread Islam using unique approaches. Alongside the spread of Islam, they promoted the Arabic
language, which some Africans mastered to the extent that they became teachers of it and adopted it as a
prominent language in their countries. Arab-Islamic civilization flourished, and the Sufi orders actively
combated lingering pagan practices despite the region’s conversion to Islam. They also declared jihad
against paganism and European colonization. In Sub-Saharan Africa, they established zawiyas (religious
lodges), new Sufi paths led by local Africans, schools, Quranic study circles, and Islamic outposts. They
also founded Islamic armies to protect their followers and institutions. These Sufi orders spread so
widely that it is rare to find a Muslim in Sub-Saharan Africa not affiliated with one, particularly the
Qadiriyya, Tijaniya, and Sanusiya orders.
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