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Study Abstract
This study aims to explore how the professional identity of university graduates engaged in
small-scale craft projects is formed, by examining the interaction between their academic
training and the craft-based practices they have chosen as a career path. The central research
question guiding the study was: How is the professional identity of small-scale project owners
shaped between university education and craft | practice?
To address this question, the study adopted a qualitative methodology, which enables a deep
understanding of individuals' experiences and the processes involved in constructing
professional identity. Data were collected using semi-structured interviews with a snowball
sample consisting of 9 participants—university degree holders who have launched small,
craft-based businesses.
The study arrived at several key findings, the most important of which are:
1. University education contributed only partially and symbolically to the formation of
professional identity; it was insufficient for its complete development or consolidation.
2. craft practice played a central role in reshaping participants’ perceptions of their
professional selves, leading to a stronger occupational affiliation that surpassed their
connection to their academic degree.

3. The resulting professional identity is a negotiated identity, balancing between the
symbolic capital of academic credentials and the practical value of achievem craft ent—
without necessarily excluding the possibility of combining both.

These findings reveal that professional identity, in this context, is not a direct or automatic
outcome of academic formation. Rather, it is a dynamic, multidimensional process influenced
by lived experience, personal choices, and social constraints—ultimately forming a flexible
and evolving identity.

Keywords: Formation, Professional Identity, University Training, craft Practice, Micro-
Enterprises, University Graduates.



