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Algeria‘'s Handling of the Issue of Illegal African Migrants: Balancing
Sovereignty Requirements with Respect for International Law
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Abstract:

The illegal migration of Africans to Algeria has been and remains one of the biggest
challenges and priorities that the state places at the forefront of its strategic policies. This is
due to the implications of this phenomenon on sovereignty in all its aspects, and on security in
all its dimensions: human security, health security, economic security, social security,
intellectual security... Especially in light of the vicious campaigns launched by certain entities
aiming to undermine Algeria for its firm principles of respecting human rights, supporting
peoples’ right to self-determination, and championing just causes. These entities accuse
Algeria of mistreating and deporting these migrants in violation of international law, and
issue fabricated reports as a pretext for applying international responsibility against it. They
have even gone as far as inciting some of the migrants to engage in hostile acts that threaten
Algeria’s security, stability, and territorial unity. The most prominent example is the criminal
African gang in Ghardaia, which carried out security-related tasks for a foreign agenda.
Another example is the non-governmental organization "Alarm Phone Sahara,” which
provides migrants with a phone line to contact the organization and file complaints against
Algeria, alleging harsh treatment and abandonment at the borders.

However, the wisdom of Algerian diplomacy has addressed these issues in a manner that
preserves the requirements of sovereignty, in accordance with international humanitarian law
in situations of armed conflict, as was the case with migrants fleeing the horrors of war in
Libya and northern Mali. It has also acted in accordance with international human rights law
concerning migrants suffering from deteriorating economic and social conditions in their
home countries. Algeria has ratified international and regional treaties and agreements, as
well as bilateral cooperation agreements, incorporating these into national laws, such as Law
08-11 on the conditions of entry, stay, and movement of foreigners in Algeria, the Presidential
Decree No. 03-251 on the status of foreigners in Algeria.

Keywords:
Illegal immigration- Africans - Sovereignty - International law- Human Rights
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