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This study addresses juvenile delinquency from a projective-analytical
perspective. It aims to reveal the diagnostic significance of the "Draw-A-Person
Test" as a projective test for detecting juvenile delinquency and uncovering
some underlying psychological traits in delinquent adolescents. The study used a
mixed-method approach (quantitative-qualitative: quantitative, based on the
descriptive-analytical approach, and qualitative, including the clinical approach
and case study). The quantitative study sample included 124 delinquent
adolescents between the ages of 12 and 18, housed at the Multi-Service Youth
Protection Center in Ouargla. The qualitative study included one case, which
was studied and analyzed in depth.

The study used the Karen Machover "Draw-A-Person Test", along with a
semi-structured clinical interview.

The results showed that the analysis of the drawings contributed to the
emergence of strong indicators related to repressed aggression and
impulsiveness, anxiety and fear, sexual identity and internal conflict, inhibition,
and emotional insecurity. This supports the proposed hypotheses and confirms
the test's effectiveness in detecting the psychological structure of delinquents.

The study recommends the use of this test as an aid in psychological and
therapeutic assessment of juveniles, given its effective role in uncovering and
understanding their problems more deeply.

Keywords: Juvenile delinquency, Draw-A-Person Test, diagnostic significances
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