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Abstract:

Background: An adolescent who has lost his mother is a child who has lost his first
love object. Having passed the stage of infancy and moved into childhood, a
phase that requires more care and attention, especially from the mother, to

foster healthy adolescent development. However, the loss of the mother may

strip Him of this love object, earning him the label of "motherless," which can
significantly impact the image he forms of his mother.

Objective: Identify the nature of the maternal image in an adolescent who has
lost his mother.

Method: The study employed the clinical method and a single case study design
(one male adolescent, aged 15 years). The participant was selected purposively
from an educational institution. Data collection utilized a semi-structured clinical
interview and the Black feet Test by Luis Corman.

Results: The study findings indicated that the motherless adolescent holds a
positive, idealized image of his mother, which is marked by attachment fantasies.
He tends to use defense mechanisms such as regression, repression, denial, and
reaction formation in response to his loss.

Conclusion: The study identified the nature of the maternal image in a motherless
adolescent and the main defense mechanisms he employees in responses to his
loss.

Keywords: Maternal image, adolescence, motherless adolescent
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