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Study Summary:

This study aims to shed light on the importance and role of practical training as a key
method for developing and enhancing students’ skills and preparing them for professional
engagement in the field of media. Practical training has become a necessary and compulsory
requirement imposed by the real-world professional demands of media institutions. The
fieldwork component of this study was conducted through a focus group discussion involving
second-year Master’s students in Audiovisual Studies, and semi-structured interviews with a
sample of academic experts specializing in media studies. The objective was to explore the
significance and impact of practical training from both students' and instructors’ perspectives.

The study set out a number of goals, including: examining the extent to which students rely
on practical training; identifying the types of practical training activities they undertake and
their relevance to future careers; and uncovering the main challenges and difficulties that both
students and instructors may encounter during the training process. To achieve these
objectives, the study adopted a qualitative approach that examines the phenomenon in its
natural context by analyzing the positions and opinions of the participants, offering in-depth
descriptions to derive accurate findings.

The significance of this study lies in its emphasis on practical training as a foundational
pillar for transforming theoretical knowledge acquired in academic settings into professional
applications and practices. It is also seen as a key driver in supporting students’ development
of media-related talents and competencies, as well as in acquiring new knowledge and
insights through early exposure to media technologies and tools—ultimately enhancing their
professional efficiency.

The findings of the study demonstrated that practical training is one of the most effective
and appropriate approaches for media and communication students, particularly those
specializing in Audiovisual Media. This method supports students in shaping their
professional identities and cultivating media competencies that enable them to adapt
effectively to the realities of working within media institutions. These outcomes are primarily
attributed to the hands-on experience and direct exposure students gain during their training in
media-related skills that align with industry requirements.

Keywords: Practical training, media field, media skills, media students.
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