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Abstract

This study aims to highlight the relationship between early marriage
and school dropout among girls by posing several questions, the most
important of which is: What is the nature of the relationship between
early marriage and school dropout for girls? This main question is
further divided into several sub-questions: Do girls drop out of school
and get married early as a punishment for academic failure? Do girls
resort to early marriage and drop out of school based on a principle of
personal and social preference? Can fear of spinsterhood and the loss
of chastity and honor be considered the exclusive factor linking early
marriage and school dropout? And do girls drop out of school and
resort to early marriage due to the family’s financial and economic
conditions?

Accordingly, the study adopted the descriptive, analytical, and
correlational approach, as it suits the subject matter. Data was
collected wusing questionnaires and surveys, with (43) forms
distributed to a sample of early-married girls in the town of Leghraf
El-Hajira. The data was processed using the SPSS software, then
analyzed and interpreted.

The main findings of the study can be summarized as follows: There
is variation in the age of first marriage among the sample of early-
married girls, with most of them marrying at the average early
marriage age in Algeria, which is 19 years. The high rate of early
marriage in the town of Leghraf is closely linked to girls dropping out
of school and remaining at home. The results showed that the early-
married, school-dropout girls were not married as a punishment for
academic failure; in fact, many were academically successful before
dropping out. The girls’ personal desire to leave school and marry
early 1s influenced significantly by the rural nature of their
environment. School dropout and early marriage are also driven by the
principle of personal and social preference that governs individuals in
rural communities.

The study confirms that traditions and customs in the town of Leghraf
encourage early marriage for girls instead of continuing their
education, and this practice is supported by all members of the
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community. One of the mechanisms spreading early marriage is the
preference for marrying relatives rather than outsiders, as dictated by
social and familial authority. Finally, rural girls often dream of getting
married young and starting a family with children, which they
consider preferable to continuing their education.

Keywords: early marriage, school dropout, girls, economic factors,
social preference, spinsterhood, traditions and customs.



