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Summary :

Jean-Pierre Vernant’s reading of Greek thought is distinguished by its structural depth and
anthropological breath. He sought to move beyond traditional approaches that glorified
Greek reason as an absolute beginning of philosophical and scientific thinking, toward a
more complex understanding of the social and cultural roots that gave rise to this thought. In
his works, especially The Origins of Greek Thought and Myth and Thought among the
Greeks, Vernant reveals that the transition from myth to reason was not a sudden rupture,
but a gradual evolution linked to the emergence of the city—state (polis), and the shift of
power from religious and royal institutions to the space of citizenship and public debate. In
this context, philosophy emerged as an expression of a new system of thinking based on
argumentation, questioning, and the search for first principles independent of mythical
narrative. The pre—Socratic philosophers, from Thales to Anaximander, reinterpreted the
world through a new logic, laying the foundation for what would later be known as scientific
thought. However, Vernant does not fall into the trap of glorifying Greek reason; instead, he
situates it within its historical conditions, criticizing the Eurocentric tendency to reduce the
trajectory of human thought to the Greek experience alone. Thus, his reading opens up to a
dialectical understanding of Greek thought, as the product of a complex interaction between

social structures, political transformations, and the cultural horizon of ancient Greek society.
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