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Abstract :

This study examines political imagination in Abbasid sermons as a symbolic
mechanism for producing legitimacy and reshaping collective consciousness.
It proceeds from the premise that the political sermon is not merely an
exhortatory text, but a discursive practice that employs the tools of Arabic
rhetoric (metaphor, simile, argumentation) and modern discursive
mechanisms (magam, speech acts, implication) to construct imagined images
of the caliph, the enemy, and the state. The research adopted a descriptive-
analytical approach, drawing on selected texts from the sermons of the early
caliphs (al-Saffah,

al-Mansur, al-Ma’mun, al-Mutawakkil) as recorded in authentic historical and
literary sources, while drawing on modern studies in criticism and rhetoric.
The findings concluded that the Abbasid sermon constituted a space for the
production of symbolic authority, where the caliphs employed the Qur’anic
text

and rhetorical imagination to establish their legitimacy, portray their
opponents as usurpers and renegades, and present the state as a house of
justice and a community. Thus, political imagination contributed to the
consolidation of the collective imagination of the nation, making language a
central tool for the reproduction of symbolic hegemony.

Keywords: Political Discourse, Abbasid Era, Political Imaginary, Pragmatics,
Rhetoric.
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