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This study, entitled "The Literary Nature of Harun al-Rashid's Prose,"
examines prose discourse in the Abbasid era as a manifestation of the intellectual
and cultural flourishing of Arab-Islamic culture. This era witnessed a
remarkable development in the art of prose, which transcended its rhetorical
function to become a literary discourse imbued with intellectual and aesthetic
dimensions reflecting the political and cultural transformations of the time.



The study aims to uncover the literary and artistic characteristics that
distinguished the prose discourse associated with the Abbasid Caliph Harun al-
Rashid, addressing the following question: To what extent was the literary
nature of Harun al-Rashid's prose discourse manifest? And what are the most
prominent artistic and stylistic features that characterized this discourse?

The research employs a stylistic approach to uncover linguistic and rhetorical
phenomena, alongside a historical approach to connect texts to their cultural and
political context, while also drawing upon some modern critical perspectives
related to the concept of literaryness and discourse analysis. The importance of
this study lies in its re-reading of Abbasid prose from a modern critical
perspective that focuses on the aesthetics of discourse and its artistic
mechanisms, highlighting the literary aspects of Harun al-Rashid's personality. It
also contributes to specialized studies addressing the concept of literary merit in
classical prose. The results of this study demonstrate that the Abbasid era was
not only a period of political and cultural flourishing, but also a golden age of
eloguence and rhetoric, where rhetoric transformed into a cultural and symbolic
force that contributed to state-building and the shaping of collective
consciousness. Therefore, studying Harun al-Rashid's prose reveals the literary
and intellectual value of Abbasid prose and highlights its role in expressing the
spirit of the age and its cultural and intellectual transformations, thus confirming
the distinguished position of Arabic prose in the Arab-Islamic literary heritage.

Keywords: Prose discourse, literary merit, Abbasid era, Harun al-Rashid,
stylistics.
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