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Abstract:

This study examines autobiography in ancient Arabic introductory discourses,
which are considered one of the traditional literary forms that express the self and
reveal the presence of the “I”” and its representations. The research seeks to identify
the autobiographical features embedded within Arabic introductory texts, while
highlighting the most significant artistic and thematic characteristics that distinguish
each type of writing.

The study is guided by a central research question: What are the features of
autobiography in ancient Arabic introductory discourses? It adopts the thematic
approach, which focuses on tracing ideas within autobiographical texts, particularly
the presence of the self, the nature of discourse, and the representations of the self in
each individual text.

The study concludes that introductory discourses constitute a classical literary form
that was not written merely to introduce their authors. Rather, they contained clear
autobiographical dimensions that varied between intellectual, literary, historical, and
spiritual autobiographies. These dimensions aim to highlight the writer’s self-
awareness and the desire to document life experiences for presentation to the reader.

Keywords: Autobiography, Introductory Discourses, Characteristics, Presence of
the Self, Self-Representation.
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