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Abstract

This research studies description in the poetry of Ali ibn Abd al-Rahman al-
Balnubi al-Siqilli by examining its themes and artistic features within both Sicilian
and eastern contexts. The study is based on the problem of identifying the place of
description in al-Balnubi’s poetic experience and explaining how it moves from
recording visible scenes to constructing poetic images shaped by language,
rhythm, imagination, and poetic diction. The research adopts a descriptive and
analytical approach, while benefiting from historical and aesthetic data that
lluminate the Sicilian environment and its relation to poetry. The study is divided
into two chapters. The first chapter deals with the contexts of description and its
thematic structure, including the historical and aesthetic framework of Sicilian
descriptive poetry and the main descriptive themes in al-Balnubi’s poetry, such as
the palm tree, the Nile, and the orange. The second chapter examines the artistic
features of his descriptive poetry through language, rhythm, imagery, and poetic
diction. The research concludes that description in al-Balnubi’s poetry is not a
marginal theme, but an artistic mechanism that reveals the poet’s sensitivity to
nature and place and his ability to transform the visible world into an aesthetic

poetic structure.

Keywords: Description, Sicilian poetry, Ali ibn Abd al-Rahman al-

Balnubi, poetic image, rhythm, poetic diction.
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