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Summary:

This study examines the mechanisms of symbolism in
Abdelhamid Ben Hedouga’s novel Nihayat Al-Ams using a
structural-thematic approach. The research is divided into a
theoretical part that defines the concept of the symbol and traces
its development in modern Arab criticism, and an applied part
that analyzes the functions of symbols within the novelistic text.
The analysis focuses on how the author employs symbols with
social and political dimensions to express the problem of
transformation and rupture between two historical phases. It also
shows how setting and characters function as signifying fields
through which symbolic meaning operates, avoiding direct
discourse. The aim is to uncover the implicit semantic structure of




the text and to highlight how symbolism contributes to
condensing meaning and giving the novel its interpretive depth.

Keywords: symbol, Interpretation, narrative structure,
Abdelhamid Ben Hedouga, Nihayat Al-Ams .identity.
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