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Abstract

This study addresses the theme of body language in the poetry of the Sa a/ik (brigand-poets), as one of the topics
that reveals an important dimension of poetic experience in ancient Arabic literature. For the brigand-poet, the
body was not merely a means of expression; rather, it became a tool carrying psychological and social meanings
that reflected his experience of poverty, homelessness, rebellion, and the desire for self-affirmation. This study
seeks to uncover the manifestations of body language in the poetry of the Sa'alik and to show its role in

constructing meaning and poetic imagery.

The study relies on the semiotic method, supported by description and analysis, through a reading of poetic
examples from a number of brigand-poets, and an analysis of the bodily signs, movements, and images found
within them, linking them to their historical and social context in order to uncover their semantic and artistic

dimensions.



The results of the study show that body language represents a fundamental element in shaping the poetic
discourse of the Sa'alik, as the poet employed parts and movements of the body to express his psychological
state, his suffering from poverty and hunger, and his rejection of social reality. The study also shows that the
body in the poetry of the Sa'altk went beyond its sensory meaning to become a symbol carrying human and
artistic dimensions, contributing to the formation of a powerful poetic image capable of conveying the brigand-
poet's experience with sincerity and realism. The study further demonstrates that the semiotic approach helped
reveal many of the deep meanings carried by body language in this poetry, confirming its value in the reading

of ancient literary texts.

Keywords: Body Language; Sa'alik Poetry; Semiotics; Body; Poetic Imagery; Symbolic Signification
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