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Abstract:

Dystopia is a central theme in Amal Bouchareb's novel "In the Beginning Was the Word," which utilizes the
dystopian dimension to construct its narrative world. A tense and suffocating narrative space is created,
where the dimensions of time and space intertwine, reflecting the characters' experiences of psychological
and social conflict within a crisis-ridden reality that imposes specific patterns of thought and behavior
upon them.

The study is divided into an introduction and three sections. The introduction addresses the concept of
dystopia and its place in Arabic and world literature, particularly Algerian literature. The first section
examines the manifestations of dystopia in time and space.

The second section explores the manifestations of physical and psychological violence

within the dystopian space. The third section discusses the semiotics of names and descriptions.

Keywords: Dystopia, Utopia, In the Beginning Was the Word, Amal Bouchareb, Murder, Castration
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