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The study aimed to determine the extent to which the examination texts
of the Middle School Certificate in the Arabic language during the
period 2014-2024 adhere to the criteria for selecting educational texts,
namely the utility criterion, the learnability of content criterion, and the
responsiveness to societal needs criterion. The study is grounded in the
Importance of examination texts as both a pedagogical and evaluative
tool, contributing to the assessment of learners’ linguistic competencies
while also playing a role in constructing their knowledge, shaping their
values, and connecting them to their social and cultural reality.

The study adopted the descriptive-analytical method, whereby a sample
of examination texts was analyzed in order to identify the extent to
which selection criteria are integrated into their construction. The
findings revealed that the studied texts significantly observe the utility
criterion through the provision of educational and knowledge-based
content. They also take into account the learnability criterion by
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ensuring alignment with the learners’ linguistic and cognitive levels.
Furthermore, a clear presence of the societal need’s criterion was
identified through the treatment of contemporary social, cultural, and
technological issues.

Keywords: Middle School Certificate examinations, test texts, text
selection criteria, utility, learnability, societal needs, content analysis,
Arabic language.
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