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Abstract The study aimed to evaluate the efficiency of local authorities'
performance in managing mosques across selected districts in the provinces of
Ouargla and Touggourt from 2019 to 2023. It focused on assessing performance
efficiency before and after the administrative division of the studied districts. The
study employed the case study method to measure (technical efficiency, returns to
scale, and required improvements), the analytical method to analyze the results, and
the experimental method for its compatibility with the IMRAD methodology. To
achieve the study's objectives, data were collected through interviews and
documents from the relevant Directorate of Religious Affairs. These collected data
were analyzed using the output-oriented CCR-O model (Constant Returns to
Scale) via Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA) software. The results revealed a clear
variation in technical efficiency levels between the districts (Sidi Khouiled and
Touggourt) in 2021 and 2023, with a gradual improvement in performance
following the administrative division. However, the Hassi Messaoud district
continues to suffer from poor resource utilization and a lack of administrative
competencies. Furthermore, the study indicated that the benchmarking used in the
model uncovered slacks, pointing to significant potential for improvement through
resource redistribution and the development of management skills.

Keywords: Technical Efficiency sBenchmarking«Improvements:Religious ¢Affairs ¢
MosquessOuargla Provinces Touggourt Province
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