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Abstract

This study seeks to reveal the extent to which YouTube contributes to the
development of academic achievement among students of the Department of
Media and Communication Sciences at Kasdi Merbah University Ouargla, in
light of the digital transformations that have made social networking sites
effective knowledge spaces in supporting the educational process and
enhancing access to information in its various forms.

The study adopted the descriptive approach as the most suitable method for
the nature of the topic. A questionnaire was also used as the main tool for
collecting data from the sample members, which included 70 male and female
students randomly selected from the Department of Media and
Communication Sciences.

The theoretical framework of the study was based on the Uses and
Gratifications Theory, as it explains students’ motives for using YouTube and
the cognitive gratifications achieved through it. The study also included a
field aspect devoted to testing the hypotheses and analyzing the obtained
results.

The findings showed that YouTube represents an effective tool in supporting
students’ academic achievement due to the diverse educational content it
provides, its easy accessibility, in addition to being free of charge and widely
available.

The study also revealed that students use YouTube moderately in the
academic field.

Keywords: Social networking sites, YouTube, cognitive achievement,
university students.
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