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Abstract

This study examines the imperative style in the Prophetic Hadith through Al-
Arba‘in Al-Nawawiyyah: a grammatical and rhetorical study.

It aims to identify the grammatical forms of the imperative and to reveal the
rhetorical meanings produced by context and communicative situation. The study
is based on a central question: how is the imperative style manifested in Al-
Arba‘in Al-Nawawiyyah from both grammatical and rhetorical perspectives? To
answer this question, the research adopts a descriptive analytical approach. It first
presents the theoretical framework of the imperative, including its concept, forms,
and meanings, then applies this framework to selected Hadiths from Al-Arba‘in
Al-Nawawiyyah. The study concludes that the imperative in Prophetic discourse
is not limited to direct obligation; rather, it may convey guidance, advice,
recommendation, warning, education, and other contextual meanings. It also
shows that the interpretation of the imperative requires a combined grammatical
and rhetorical analysis, since grammatical structure alone is not sufficient to
determine the intended meaning. This confirms the precision of the Prophetic
expression and the depth of its educational and directive purposes.

Keywords: Imperative style, Prophetic Hadith, Al-Arba‘in Al-Nawawiyyah,
Grammar, Rhetoric, Semantics.
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