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’> Toby Mendel, Amending Access To information, Op.Cit, p 88.
* Michael Karanicolas, Toby Mendel, Op.Cit, P 15.
B A plaiWL Bl i ey
"Everyone shall have the right to obtain information held by the state authorities and
organizations exercising public authority.
The right to accessibility of information may be limited if this is in the interest of: the protection
of life; public health; morality and privacy; carrying of criminal proceedings; security and defense
of Montenegro; foreign, monetary and economic policy".
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2 THE CONSTITUTION OF GREECE, As revised by the parliamentary resolution of May 27th 2008
of the VIlIth Revisionary Parliament.

* Louis Favoreu, et autres, Droit des libertés fondamentales, 1" édition, Dalloz, Paris 2000,
pp 185-186.
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Op.Cit, P 18.

2 David banisar, freedom of information, Op.cit, p 109.
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Abstract:

The right to access to information is a fundamental human right and the
touchstone of all freedoms to which the United Nations is consecrated The right
to access public informationis the right of every person to know: to have access
to the information he or she needs to make free choices and to live an
autonomous life.

The right to access information held by the State is regulated in several
International Human Rights Treaties establishing the right of every person to
freedom of opinion and expression,including the right to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas. Its practical application underpins two distinctive
principles of a democratic republican system of government: the publicity of
acts and the transparency of public administration.

In this context, information is a tool of democratic control over State
institutions, intimately linked to the concept of participatory democracy and
respect for fundamental rights.

Freedom of expression and information corresponds the obligation of the

state to refrain from actions which obstruct it. To the right of access to
information corresponds the obligation of the state to provide for the access by
law.
Increasingly, the obligation of governments to take positive steps to ensure that
people are able to exercise their fundamental rights is being asserted.
Governments are obliged to provide not only information that must be given
upon request, but also information that must be made publicly available without
the need for request, including information that would enable the protection and
exercise of political rights
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